6212-S

Sponsor (S): Senate Committee on Transportation (originally
sponsored by Senators T. Shel don, Haugen and Oke)

Brief Description: Preserving passenger-only ferry operations.

SB 6212-S. E - DI GEST

(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 2/ 15/ 00)

Provides that, i f the departnent of transportation
di scontinues its operations on passenger-only ferry crossings, or
deci des not to pursue passenger-only ferry crossings that have been
previ ously budgeted and approved by the transportati on comm ssi on,
the public interest requires that persons and entities other than
t he departnent be al |l owed t he opportunity to operate passenger-only
ferry service on those crossings. The | ease of passenger-only
ferries and facilities fromthe departnent, or provision of noney,
equi pnrent, or materials, or the provision of equipnent, materials,
services, or facilities at bel ownmarket value by a public entity,
to allow an entity to operate passenger-only ferry service is for
the benefit of the public to ensure adequate passenger-only ferry
servi ce al ong passenger-only ferry crossings.

Directs the conmission, in issuing a permt to a passenger-
only ferry operator, to require that liability and property danage
i nsurance be acquired and mai nt ai ned on each vessel or ferry to be
used to provide service.

Aut hori zes the conm ssion, upon conplaint by an interested
party, or on its own notion after notice and opportunity for
hearing, to cancel, revoke, suspend, alter, or anend a permt
i ssued under this chapter on any of the follow ng grounds: (1)
Failure of the permit holder to initiate the proposed service
wi thin one year after the permt has been granted;

(2) violation of any provision of this act;

(3) violation of or failure to observe the provisions or
conditions of the permt or tariff;

(4) violation of an order, decision, rule, regulation, or
requi renent established by the conmm ssion under this act;

(5) failure of a permt holder to maintain the required
i nsurance coverage in full force and effect; or

(6) failure or refusal to furnish reasonable and adequate
service after initiating service.

Creates the joint task force on ferries.

Requires the joint task force on ferries to neet during the
interim and report back to the transportation commttees of the
senat e and house of representatives by Decenber 15, 2000. The task
force is charged with devel opnent of an orderly process to exam ne
all possible solutions that are presented to the task force,
including, but not limted to, continued operation of passenger-
only ferry service by Washington State Ferries, state and |oca
part ner shi ps, | ocal par t ner shi ps, government and nonprofit
partnerships, and private operations. The task force shal
consider public options first, nonprofit options second, and
private operations third.






