6208- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Environnmental Quality & Water
Resources (originally sponsored by Senators Fraser, Jacobsen,
Kohl - Wl I es and Kli ne)

Brief Description: Extending the use of high occupancy vehicle
| anes to | ow em ssion vehicles.

SB 6208-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Finds that the goals of the state and federal clean air acts
w || be advanced by extendi ng the use of the hi gh occupancy vehicle
| anes to federally certified | owem ssion vehicles as long as the
vehicles are not a significant cause of congestion in the high
occupancy vehicl e | anes.

Provides that, the state departnent of transportation and the
| ocal authorities, in consultation with the departnent of ecol ogy,
may permt a vehicle with one or nore occupants to operate in high
occupancy vehicle lanes if it is certified as an inherently | ow
em ssion vehicle, ultra |owemssion vehicle, or zero-em ssion
vehicle pursuant to Title 40, Chapter 1, Part 88, Code of Federal
Regul ations, is |l abeled in accordance wwth that title, and bears a
special lowemssion license plate as provided in this act.

Declares that, if a vehicle with special |owemssion |icense
pl ates authorized in this act fails an em ssion test required under
chapter 70.120 RCW, the departnent shall imediately notify the
departnent of licensing of the failure.

Requires the departnment of ecology, in consultation with the
departnent of licensing and the departnment of transportation, to
review the relevant data on | ow em ssion vehicles |icensed under
this act, analyze their effects on inproving air quality in this
state, reviewtheir inpacts on traffic flows in the high occupancy
vehicle lanes, and make recomendations to the |egislature
regardi ng whether the lowem ssion |icensing program should be
ext ended.

Directs the departnent to report its findings under this act
to the legislature by Decenber 15, 2004.



