5934
Sponsor(s): Senators Thi baudeau and Roach

Brief Description: Regul ating naturopathic physicians.
SB 5934 - DI GEST

Provi des for regul ati on of naturopathic physicians.

Directs the departnment of health to conduct an anal ysis of the
appropriateness of naturopathic physicians using naturopathic
t echni ques including, but not limted to, auricular, hand therapy,
and ot her practices that may overlap with the acupuncture scope of
practice. The secretary of health shall appoint a work group of
affected parties which shall identify areas that should require an
endorsenment to the naturopathic |icense and what the requirenents
for such an endorsenent should be. The secretary shall report to
the legislature on any needed |egislative changes. In addition
this report shall include an evaluation of the follow ng: (1)
Est abl i shi ng an endor senent process to all ow naturopaths to perform
specific acupuncture-related practices if they can denonstrate
conpet ency;

(2) increasing the naturopathic scope of practice to include
t hese acupuncture-related practices consistent with naturopathic
medi ci ne; and

(3) the appropriate level of education, training, and
experi ence needed to support any increase in the scope of practice
and any endor senent.

Requires the report and proposed | egislation to be provided to
t he appropriate conmmttees of the | egislature by January 10, 2000.



