5931- S2

Sponsor(s): Senate Conmittee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored
by Senators Patterson, Horn, Gardner, MCaslin, Haugen, Kline,
Brown, Costa, Hale, Kohl-Wlles, B. Shel don and Bauer)

Brief Title: Requiring electronic filing and publication of
canpai gn finance and | obbyi st reports.

SB 5931-S2. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares an intent to ensure that the comm ssion provide the
general public tinmely access to all contribution and expenditure
reports submtted by candi dates, continuing political commttees,
bona fide political parties, |obbyists, and | obbyists’ enployers.

Finds that failure to conply with this chapter’s requirenents
for full and tinely disclosure threatens to underm ne our el ectoral
process.

Directs the comm ssion to establish goals that all reports,
copi es of reports, or copies of the data or information included in
reports, filed under RCW 42.17.040, 42.17.065, 42.17.080,
42.17. 100, 42.17. 105, 42.17. 150, 42.17. 170, 42.17. 175, and
42.17.180, that are: (1) Submtted wusing the conmmssion' s
electronic filing system shall be accessible in the comm ssion’s
office wwthin two busi ness days of the conm ssion’s recei pt of the
report and shall be accessible on the comm ssion’s web site within
seven busi ness days of the conm ssion’s receipt of the report; and

(2) submtted in any format or using any nethod other than as
described in (a) of this subsection, shall be accessible in the
comm ssion’s office within four business days of the actual
physi cal receipt of the report, and not the technical date of
filing as provided under RCW42.17. 420, and shall be accessible on
the commssion’s web site within fourteen business days of the
actual physical receipt of the report, and not the technical date
of filing as provided under RCW 42.17.420, as specified in rule
adopt ed by the conmm ssion.

Provides that, on January 1, 2001, or shortly thereafter, the
commi ssion shall revise these goals to reflect that all reports,
copi es of reports, or copies of the data or information included in
reports, filed under RCW 42.17.040, 42.17.065, 42.17.080,
42.17. 100, 42.17. 105, 42.17. 150, 42.17. 170, 42.17. 175, and
42.17.180, that are: (1) Submtted wusing the conmmssion' s
electronic filing system shall be accessible in the comm ssion’s
of fice and on the conmm ssion’s web site within two busi ness days of
the comm ssion’s receipt of the report; and

(2) submtted in any format or using any nethod other than as
described in (a) of this subsection, shall be accessible in the
comm ssion’s office and on the commssion’s web site within four
busi ness days of the actual physical receipt of the report, and not
the technical date of filing as provided under RCW 42.17.420, as
specified in rule adopted by the comm ssion.

Requires the conm ssion to submt the information technol ogy
plan to the senate and house of representatives fiscal commttees,



t he governor, the senate state and | ocal governnent commttee, the
house of representatives state governnent commttee, and the
departnent of information services by February 1, 2000. It is the
intent of the legislature that the conm ssion thereafter conply
with the requirements of chapter 43.105 RCW with respect to
preparation and subm ssion of biennial performance reports on the
comm ssion’s information technol ogy.

Provides that by July 1, 1999, the comm ssion shall offer
every candidate, public official, political commttee, and party
organi zation that is required to file reports under this chapter
the option of filing financial affairs reports, contribution
reports, and expenditure reports electronically by diskette or via
nodem satellite, or the Internet.

Provi des that, by January 1, 2001, the conmm ssion shall offer
all | obbyists and |obbyists’ enployers required to file reports
under RCW42.17. 150, 42.17.170, 42.17.175, or 42.17.180 the option
of filing these reports electronically by diskette or via nodem
satellite, or the Internet.

Requires the conm ssion to nake avail able to each candi dat e,
public official, political commttee, |obbyist, |obbyist enployer,
and party organization an electronic copy of the appropriate
reporting forns at no charge.

Provides that, beginning January 1, 2001, each continuing
political commttee, that expended ten thousand dollars or nore in
the preceding year or expects to expend ten thousand dollars or
nmore in expenditures in the current year, shall file al
contribution reports and expenditure reports required by this
chapter electronically by diskette or via nodem satellite, or the
Internet. Failure by a continuing political commttee to conply
with this section is a violation of chapter 42.17 RCW

Requi res that by Decenber 1, 2000, the joint |legislative audit
and review commttee shall have conpleted a performance audit of
the duties and staffing of the public disclosure comm ssion.



