5802- S2
Sponsor(s): Senate Conmittee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored
by Senators Fairley, Hochstatter, Honeyford, Spanel and Franklin)

Brief Description: Regulating tel ecomunications contractors and
installations.

SB 5802-S2 - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEG SLATURE)

Declares an intent of the legislature to maintain public
safety and consuner protection while ensuring that businesses
i nvol ved in tel ecommuni cati ons do not face unnecessary obstacles in
the performance of their business activities. It is the further
intent of the legislature that the del egation of authority to the
director and the board under this act be strictly limted to the
m ni num del egation necessary to admnister the <clear and
unanbi guous directives under this act, and strict conpliance with
chapter 1, Laws of 2000 (Initiative Measure No. 695), when adopting
any fees.

Directs the electrical board and the departnment to work
cooperatively with all business sectors to ensure that this act is
admnistered in a responsive and efficient manner, t hat
admnistrative rules reflect the provisions of this act, and in
particul ar that small busi nesses do not face unnecessary obstacl es
in the tel ecommuni cati ons mar ket pl ace.

Declares that all installations of wires and equi pnent defined
as telecomuni cations systens are subject to the requirenents of
this act. Installations shall be in conformty wth approved
met hods of construction for safety to life and property. The
nati onal el ectrical code, approved st andar ds of t he
t el ecomruni cati ons i ndustries associ ati on, t he el ectronic

i ndustries associ ation, the American national standards institute,
and other safety standards approved by the departnment shall be
evi dence of approved nethods of installation.

Declares that this chapter may not limt the authority or
power of any city or town to enact and enforce under authority
given by law in RCW 19.28.360 (as recodified by this act), any
ordi nance, or rule requiring an equal, higher, or better standard
of construction and an equal, higher, or better standard of
materi als, devices, appliances, and equi pnent than that required by
this chapter.

Provides that it is unlawful for any person, firm
partnership, corporation, or other entity to advertise, offer to do
wor k, submt a bid, engage in, conduct, or carry on the business of
installing or nmai ntainingtel econmunications systenms wi t hout havi ng
a tel ecommuni cations contractor |icense.

Provides that the application for a contractor |icense shal
be acconpanied by a bond in the sumof four thousand dollars with
the state of Washi ngton naned as obligee in the bond, with good and
sufficient surety, to be approved by the departnent.

Declares that it is the purpose and function of the board to
establish and adm ni ster witten exan nations for



t el ecomuni cations admnistrators’ certificates. Exam nati ons
shall be designed to reasonably ensure that telecommunications
adm nistrators’ certificate holders are conpetent to engage in and
supervi se the work regul ated under this act and their respective
| i censes.

Provides that the director and the officials of all
incorporated cities and towns where electrical inspections are
required by local ordinances, allowed by RCW 19.28.360 (as
recodified by this act), my require by |ocal ordinance the
enforcenment of this act in their respective jurisdictions.

Provides that disputes arising under this act regarding
whet her any city or town’s tel ecommunications rules, regul ations,
or ordinances are equal to the rules adopted by the departnent
shal |l be resolved by arbitration.

Declares that it is unlawful for any person, firm
partnership, corporation, or other entity to install or maintain
any t el ecommuni cati ons cabl i ng and associ ated hardware i n viol ati on
of this act.

Decl ares that any person, firm partnership, corporation, or
other entity violating any of the provisions of this act my be
assessed a penalty of not |less than one hundred dollars or nore
than ten thousand dollars per violation.

Provides that, at the tine of |l|icensing and subsequent
relicensing, the applicant shall furnish insurance or financia
responsibility in the formof an assigned account in the amount of
twenty thousand dollars for injury or damages to property, fifty
t housand dollars for injury or danage including death to any one
person, and one hundred thousand dollars for injury or danage
including death to nore than one person, or financial
responsibility to satisfy these anounts.

Aut horizes the director to adopt rules, nmake specific
deci sions, orders, and rulings, including demands and fi ndi ngs, and
t ake ot her necessary action for the inplenentation and enforcenent
of this act after consultation with the board and receiving the
board’ s recomrendati ons.

Makes an appropriation of one mllion four hundred eight
t housand dollars from the electrical I|icense account to the
departnent of |abor and industries for the biennium year ending
June 30, 2001, to carry out the purposes of this act.



