5694- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, Parks &
Recreation (originally sponsored by Senators Stevens, Hargrove
Morton, Jacobsen, Cke, Snyder, T. Shel don and Rasnussen)

Brief Title: Creating a consistent policy for the creation and
mai nt enance of forest roads.

SB 5694-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Decl ares that, while the highest and best use for trust |ands
is providing fiscal stability and econom c gain for the trust, the
hi ghest and best use of such | ands for all the people of Washi ngton
is public recreational use and enjoynent. Both uses should be
coordinated to assist progranms such as watchable wildlife, horse
trails, all-terrain vehicle areas, and the w despread public use of
| ands for famly outings for all citizens of the state.

Directs the departnent of natural resources to, as manager for
the trust, as part of its managenent program undertake a study and
report back to the legislature by Decenber 1, 2001, concerning:
(1) A review of state primary and secondary forest roads in the
Cascade foothills wth recomendations on how to increase the
nunber of roads avail abl e and howto maintain such roads for future
public use;

(2) problenms on public lands caused by vandalism and
recomendati ons on how to approach the probl em

(3) garbage and illegal dunping on public Ilands and
recomendati ons on needed | egi sl ation;

(4) a review of msuse of public resources and how the
departnent and the | egislature should address this problem

(5) devel op recommendati ons on road damage and on old road
failure in order to upgrade the road system to benefit both the
trust and the general public; and

(6) an anal ysis of road standards, public use, and t he net hods
to ensure that roads are built to standards that will provide a
greater value to the trust and a nore permanent road systemfor the
public’s use and benefit.



