5685
Sponsor(s): Senators Prentice, Goings and Fraser

Brief Description: Increasing penalties for violations of wage
paynment | aws.

SB 5685 - DI GEST

Finds that over twenty-five thousand state residents per year
file cases and conplaints with the departnent of |abor and
industries alleging they have been denied paynent for work they
performed. Each nonth an average of over one mllion dollars in
back wages is sought by workers.

Finds that the Washington state m ninum wage |aw and wage
claimlaws do not require paynent of interest on back wages owed
and do not authorize adequate penalties against violators. To
i nprove conpliance, the departnent of |abor and industries should
be allowed to assess interest on back wages and inpose civil
penal ti es agai nst enployers who are found to be not in conpliance
with chapters 49.46 and 49.48 RCW



