5649
Sponsor (s): Senators Haugen, Sellar and Goi ngs

Brief Description: Regulating security for |ong-terminpounds.
SB 5649.E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Revi ses provisions relating to notice of and paynent of
security for long-term vehicle inpounds.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5649
May 18, 1999
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout nmy approval as to section 8,
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5649 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to vehicle inmpound notices, security, and

auctions;"

Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5649 hel ps make vehi cl e i npoundnent
and release nore efficient, provides protections for tow truck
operators, and enacts several related m scel |l aneous provi sions.

Under current law, when a tow truck operator auctions an
abandoned vehicle, any proceeds above tow ng and storage charges
must be sent to the Department of Licensing for deposit in the
Mot or Vehicle Fund. The owner who abandoned t he aucti oned vehicle
can recover the proceeds by filing a claim wthin one year *
however, nost do not.

Section 8 of ESB 5649 would require tow truck operators to
send excess auction proceeds directly to the owner of the abandoned
vehicle, instead of the Motor Vehicle Fund. However, there is no
provision for disposition of the proceeds if the owner cannot be
| ocated. This change would reduce Mdtor Vehicle Fund revenue by
nearly $700,000 in the next biennium depriving the state of funds
for needed transportation projects. Present |aw sufficiently
protects owners who care to file clains for excess auction
pr oceeds.

For these reasons, | have vetoed section 8 of Engrossed Senate
Bill No. 5649.
Wth the exception of section 8, Engrossed Senate Bill No.

5649 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



