5619-S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, Parks &
Recreation (originally sponsored by Senat or Jacobsen; by request of
O fice of Financial Managenent)

Brief Title: Mdifying the forest fire protection assessnent
process.

SB 5619-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEG SLATURE)

Provides that, property owners with parcels in a county
subject to a forest fire protection assessnment may apply to the
departnment on an application listing the parcels owned.

Decl ares that there shall be one application per county. The
departnent shall conpute the correct assessnent and all ocate one

parcel to use to collect the assessnent. The county shall then
only bill the forest fire protection assessnent on the one
identified parcel. The | andowner is responsible for notifying the

departnent of any changes in parcel ownership.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5619-S
May 17, 1999
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning herewith, wthout ny approval, Substitute
Senate Bill No. 5619 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to forest fire protection assessnent;"

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5619 created a new nmechani sm for
owners of nultiple parcels of forested land, that would have
allowed them to pay the correct fire protection assessnent fee,
W t hout being required to over pay and apply later for a refund.
The cunbersone paynment nechanism is a problem that requires
attention.

However, the nmechanismin this bill is also flawed and coul d,
in time, result in inaccurate assessnents and a reduction in
revenues for a programthat is already deficient in funding. Both
t he overall revenue situation and the fee coll ecti on nechani smneed
to be considered together as part of a conprehensive package. By
vetoing of this bill, it is ny intention that this fee collection
i ssue, and broader forest fire protection, prevention, and fee
issues, wll be dealt with in the next |egislative session.

For these reasons | have vetoed Substitute Senate Bill No.
5619 in its entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



