5593-S

Sponsor(s): Senate Comm ttee on Education (originally sponsored by
Senators MAuliffe, Eide, Loveland, Rasnussen, B. Sheldon and
W nsl ey; by request of Governor Locke)

Brief Title: Creating the Washington professional educator
st andar ds board.

SB 5593-S. E - DI GEST
(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 3/16/99)

Finds and decl ares: (1) Public school educators and
adm nistrators should be afforded the decision-making authority
over preparation, licensing, and standards of their practice, a

responsibility I ong held by nenbers of other professions including
| aw, nedi cine, nursing, engineering, and real estate;

(2) creation of a public, rul e-maki ng body whose sole focus is
educator preparation, |icensure, assessnent, and standards of
practice will bring greater public focus and attention to the
pr of essi on;

(3) professional educator standards boards are consuner
protection boards, establishing policies to ensure the public that
its practitioners are conpetent;

(4) the highest possible standards for all educators are
essential in ensuring attai nment of high standards by all students;

(5) professional educator standards boards in other states
have increased the rigor of standards for preparation, adm ssion
to, and continuation in the profession; and

(6) professional educator standards boards are responsible to
their state legislatures, and thus to all citizens.

Provides that, in the 2000 suppl enental budget for the 1999-
2001 bi ennium the budget for the state board of education shall be
adj usted by an appropriate anount that reflects the reduction in
its duties as a result of sections 3 and 4 of this act.



