5478
Sponsor(s): Senators Fraser, Spanel and W nsl ey

Brief Description: Pronoting adequate stream and | ake | evel s.
SB 5478 - DI GEST

Directs the departnent of ecology to incorporate the best
avai |l abl e science in establishing flows or |evels under this act.
In devel oping nethodologies for establishing flows or |evels
adequate to support the recovery of salnon and trout popul ations,
the departnent shall consult with the departnent of fish and
wildlife and the science panel created under RCW 75.46.050. The
departnent shall periodically consult with the departnment of fish
and wi I dlife and the sci ence panel to ensure an ongoi ng application
of best available science in its exercise of authority under this
act .

Requires that for the period beginning July 1, 1999, through
June 30, 2003, the departnent of ecology shall place the highest
priority in exercising the authority under this act upon the
adoption of flows or levels for the recovery of depressed sal non
and trout populations. To this end and in consultation with the
sal non recovery office and with I ndian tri bes, the departnent shal
establish a schedule for initiating and conpleting the
establishment of flows or levels for state waters that support
sal non and trout popul ations |isted or candi dates for |isting under
the federal endangered species act.

Provides that, before July 1, 2001, the departnent shall not
i ssue additional permts for the w thdrawal of surface or ground
waters from water sources where: (1) No flow or |evel has been
adopted for the water source, or an adopted flow or level is
determ ned by the departnent to require revision to neet the flow
adoption standard under RCW 90. 22. 010;

(2) the water source is included wthin the desi gnated habitat
of one or nore fish stocks listed under the federal endangered
species act or are proposed for listing; and

(3) adequate streanflows for fish are a limting factor on
recovery of such fish stocks. Notwithstanding the limtations of
this provision, the departnment may issue a tenporary permt to
address a public health or safety energency, where the perm:t
conditions are designed to mnim ze i npacts on adequat e streanfl ows
for fish.

Repeal s RCW 90. 22. 060.



