5439
Sponsor(s): Senators Kline, Heavey, Roach and Costa

Brief Description: Enacting the Washi ngton state fal se clains act.
SB 5439 - DI GEST
( SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Decl ares that a person commts a "wongful act" under this act
if that person: (1) Know ngly presents or causes to be presented
to a governnental entity a false claimfor paynent or approval

(2) know ngly makes, uses, or causes to be nade or used, a
fal se record or statenent to get a false claimpaid or approved;

(3) conspires to get a false claimallowed or paid,;

(4) has possession, custody, or control of property or noney
used, or to be used, by a governnental entity and know ngly
delivers, or causes to be delivered, |ess property than the anount
for which the person receives a certificate or receipt;

(5) is authorized to nmake or deliver a docunment certifying
recei pt of property used, or to be used, by a governnental entity
and nmakes or delivers the recei pt knowi ng that material information
on the receipt is false;

(6) knowi ngly buys, or receives as security for an obligation
or debt, public property from an officer or enployee of a
governnmental entity, who lawfully may not sell or pledge the
property; or

(7) know ngly nmakes, uses, or causes to be nade or used a
false record or statement to conceal, avoid, or decrease an
obligation to pay or transmt property to a governnental entity.

Provi des that a person who commts a wongful act against a
governnmental entity is |liable to the governnental entity for: (1)
Acivil penalty of not | ess than five thousand dollars and not nore
than ten thousand doll ars;

(2) an anount equal to three tines the damages sustai ned by
t he governnental entity as a result of the wongful act; and

(3) all costs incurred by the governnental entity in
mai ntaining a civil action hereunder, including attorneys’ fees.



