5425

Sponsor (s): Senators Thi baudeau, Long, Wj ahn, Wnsl ey, Costa, ke,
Franklin, MOCaslin, Kohl-Wlles, Swecker, Hargrove, Prentice,
McAuliffe, Fairley, Kline, Fraser, Haugen, Eide, Goings, Brown,
Shi n, Jacobsen, Patterson, Bauer, Gardner, Heavey, B. Sheldon, T.
Shel don, Rasnussen, Lovel and, Hal e, Spanel and Snyder

Brief Description: Establishing parity for nental health services.
SB 5425 - DI GEST
(SEE _ALSO PROPOSED 1ST SUB)

Finds that the costs for | eaving nental disorders untreated or
undertreated are enornmous, and often include: Decreased job
productivity, increased job turnover, | oss of enpl oynent, increased
disability costs, deteriorating school performance, increased use
of other health care services, treatnent delays leading to nore
costly treatnents, suicide, famly breakdown and inpoverishment,
and institutionalization, whether in hospitals, juvenile detenti on,
jails, or prisons.

Declares that it is no |l onger cost-effective to treat persons
with mental disorders differently than persons with nedical and
surgical disorders. The cost to our children, famlies,
busi nesses, and society as a whole is too high.

Declares an intent to require insurance coverage at parity for
ment al heal th services, which neans that this coverage be delivered
under the sanme ternms and conditions as nedical and surgical
cover age.

Repeal s RCW 48. 21. 240, 48. 44. 340, and 48. 46. 290.



