5424- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Environnmental Quality & Water
Resources (originally sponsored by Senators Wnsley, Fraser,
Honeyford, Hochstatter, Hale, MCaslin, Wst and Haugen)

Brief Title: Allowng the use of certain commercially approved
her bi ci des for aquatic plant nmanagenent.

SB 5424-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Decl ares that the purpose of this act is to allow the use of
comercially avail abl e herbicides that have been approved by the
envi ronnment al protection agency and the departnment of agriculture
and subject to rigorous evaluation by the departnent of ecol ogy
t hrough an environnmental inpact statement for the aquatic plant
management program

Directs the departnent of ecology to wupdate the final
suppl enrental environnental inpact statenent conpleted in 1992 for
t he aquati c pl ant managenent programto reflect newinformation on
herbicides evaluated in 1992 and new, commercially available
her bi ci des. The department shall maintain the currency of the
information on herbicides and evaluate new herbicides as they
beconme commercial ly avail abl e.

Decl ares that, for the 1999 treatnent season, the departnent
shall permt by May 15, 1999, nunici pal experinental application of
her bi ci des such as hydrothol 191 for al gae control in | akes managed
under chapter 90.24 RCW If experinmental use is determned to be
i neffective, then the departnent shall within fourteen days consult
wth other state, federal, and local agencies and interested
parties, and may permt the use of copper sulfate. The Washi ngton
institute for public policy shall contract for a study on the | ake-
wi de effectiveness of any herbicide used under this provision.

Requires the results of the study to be reported to the
appropriate | egislative conmttees by Decenber 1, 1999. A general
fund appropriation in the anpunt of $35,000 is provided to the
Washi ngton institute for public policy for fiscal year 1999 for the
study required under this provision.

Declares that, subject to restrictions in this section, a
government entity seeking to control a limted infestation of
Eurasian water mlfoil may use the pesticide 2,4-D to treat the
mlfoil infestation, wthout obtaining a permt under RCW
90.48.445, if themlIfoil infestationis either recently docunented
or remaining after the application of other control neasures, and
is limted to twenty percent or less of the littoral zone of the
| ake. Any pesticide application made under this section nust be
made according to all |abel requirenments for the product and nust
meet the public notice requirenents.

Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.



