5418

Sponsor (s): Senat ors McAuliffe, Rasnussen, Patterson and
Kohl - Wl | es; by request of Governor Locke, Superintendent of Public
I nstruction and Conmm ssion on Student Learning

Brief Description: Changing school accountability and assistance
provi si ons.

SB 5418 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Decl ares that the accountability system should be based on
continuous inprovenent at all |evels of Wshington's education
system and on a fundanental principle that all students have
equi tabl e access to curriculumand instruction that is aligned to
t he st andards.

Finds that the accountability system should rely on |oca
responsibility and | eadership. The state’s educational system
should respect and support local flexibility in the design,
fi nanci ng, and managenent of schools, including their instructional

prograns, organization, and structure. Districts and schools
should be expected to inprove and be evaluated based on their
I nprovenent over tine. Districts should recogni ze exceptiona
progress and work closely with struggling schools. In addition to

provi ding funding, the state should provide technical assistance
and experti se where needed.

Finds that the long-range goal is for all public school
students to neet the standards established under RCW 28A. 630. 885.
The md-termgoal is that at |east eighty percent of all students
state-wide neet the standards and achieve the certificate of
mastery within a decade after assessnents are required to be
adm ni st er ed.



