5418-S

Sponsor(s): Senate Conm ttee on Education (originally sponsored by
Senators MAuliffe, Rasnussen, Patterson and Kohl-Wlles; by
request of CGovernor Locke, Superintendent of Public Instruction and
Comm ssi on on Student Learning)

Brief Title: Changing school accountability and assistance
provi si ons.

SB 5418-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Decl ares that the accountability system should be based on
continuous inprovenent at all l|evels of Wshington's education
system and on a fundanental principle that all students have
equi tabl e access to curriculumand instruction that is aligned to
t he st andards.

Finds that the accountability system should rely on |oca
responsibility and | eadership. Districts and schools should be
expected to inprove and be evaluated based on their | nprovenent
over tine. Districts should recogni ze exceptional progress and
work closely with struggling school s. In addition to providing
funding, the state should provide technical assistance and
experti se where needed.

Finds that the accountability systemnust be sinple to use and

under st and. Consequences nust be predictable and fair.
Differences anong students, schools, and districts should be
recogni zed and respected as the system is inplenented. There
should be a bal ance of each student’s right to privacy and the
public’s right to know the overall I|evels of learning and
achievenment at the school, district, and state |evels. I n

addition, the accountability systemshoul d be conti nuously revi ewed
and inproved as nore is | earned about how schools operate to neet
t he | earni ng needs of Washington’s students.

Creates the academic achievenent and accountability
conmi ssi on.

Provi des that, by Septenber 5, 2000, the academ c achi evenent
and accountability commssion shall recommend accountability
policies to the governor, the superintendent of public instruction,
and the education and fiscal commttees of the house of
representatives and senate.

Provides that, in order to increase the availability and
quality of technical assistance state-w de, the superintendent of
public instruction, subject to avail abl e fundi ng, may enpl oy school
i nprovenent coordinators and school inprovenent specialists to
provi de assistance to schools and districts. The i nprovenent
specialists shall serve on a rotating basis and shall not be
per manent enpl oyees.

Provi des that, beginning July 1, 1999, the powers, duties, and
functions of the conmm ssion on student | earning are transferred to
t he academ c achi evenment and accountability comm ssion or to the
superintendent of public instruction as appropriate under the
transfer of duties nade fromthe comm ssion on student learning to



the academ c achievenent and accountability comm ssion or the
superintendent of public instruction under this act.

Repeal s RCW 28A. 300. 138.

Repeals 1998 ¢ 225 s 3 (uncodified); 1995 ¢ 209 s 3
(uncodified); and 1995 ¢ 209 s 2 & 1992 c 141 s 203 (uncodified).



