5327
Sponsor(s): Senators Hargrove, Swecker, T. Sheldon, Cke, Zarell
and Bent on

Brief Description: Notifying parents for abortions provided to
nm nors.

SB 5327 - DI GEST

Decl ares that the purpose of the legislature in enacting this
parental notification law is to further the inportant and
conpelling state interests of: (1) Protecting the constitutional
rights of parents to rear children who are nenbers of their
househol d;

(2) fostering famly unity and preserving the famly as a
vi abl e social unit; and

(3) reduci ng teenage pregnancy and unnecessary aborti on.

Provi des that a physician may not performan abortion upon an
unemanci pated mnor or upon an inconpetent person unless the
physician has given forty-eight hours actual notification to a
custodi al parent or to the guardian of the pregnant unenmanci pated
m nor or pregnant inconpetent person of his or her intention to
performthe abortion.

Provides that, if the unemancipated mnor or inconpetent
person declares in a signed witten statenent that she is a victim
of sexual abuse, neglect, or physical abuse by either of her
parents or her guardi an, the attendi ng physician shall provide the
notification required by this act to a brother or sister of the
unemanci pated m nor or inconpetent person who is over twenty-one
years of age, or to a stepparent or grandparent specified by the
unemanci pated m nor or inconpetent person.

Decl ares that a parent, guardian, or other person nust not
coerce an unenmanci pated mnor or inconpetent person to have an
abortion perforned. | f an unemanci pated m nor or inconpetent
person is denied necessary food, clothing, or shelter by the
parents or guardian of the wunemanci pated mnor or inconpetent
person related to the mnor’s or inconpetent person’s refusal to
have an abortion performed, the unemanci pated m nor or inconpetent
person is considered dependent under chapter 13.34 RCW

Aut hori zes the unemanci pated m nor or inconpetent person to
petition a superior court for a waiver of the notification
requi renent and to participate in proceedings on her own behalf.
The petition must include a statenent that the conplainant is
pregnant and i s an unemanci pated m nor or inconpetent person. The
court must appoint a guardian ad litem for her. A guardian ad
litem appointed under this section nust act to nmamintain the
confidentiality of the proceedi ngs.

The court nust advi se the unemanci pated m nor or inconpetent
person that she has a right to court-appoi nted counsel and provide
t he counsel upon request.

Declares that any physician who intentionally perforns an
abortion with know edge that or with reckless disregard as to
whet her the person upon whomthe abortion is to be perfornmed is an
unemanci pated m nor or an i nconpetent person w thout providing the



required notification is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor.



