5315
Sponsor(s): Senators Jacobsen, ke and W nsl ey

Bri ef Descri ption: Creating the aquatic nuisance species
coordi nation commttee.

SB 5315 - DI GEST
(SEE _ALSO PROPCSED 1ST SUB)

Creates the aquatic nuisance species coordination commttee
for the purpose of fostering state, federal, tribal, and private
cooperation on aquatic nuisance species issues. The commttee
shall strive to mnimze the accidental introduction of nonnative
aquatic species and give special enphasis to preventing the
i ntroduction and spread of aquatic nui sance speci es.

Directs the departnent of ecology to investigate the risk of
troducti ons of nonnative aquatic species through the di scharge of
Il ast water fromshi ps and recomend state actions to respond to
is risk.

Aut hori zes the departnment of ecology to inspect vessels and
sanple ballast water to determ ne whether the vessel’s ball ast
wat er poses a neasurable risk of introducing nonnative aquatic
species into the waters of the state. Ballast water sanpling and
determ nations of neasurable risk shall be based on accepted
scientific practice and paraneters.

Aut hori zes the departnent of agriculture to inspect |icensed
nurseries dealing in aquatic plants for the purpose of detecting
aquati c nui sance species and preventing the introduction of these
species into Washington waters. |If aquatic nui sance species are
detected, the departnent of agricul ture may quaranti ne the i nfested
aquatic plants, and require the nursery to decontam nate or di spose
of the plants in a manner that will prevent their introduction into
Washi ngt on waters.

Aut horizes the state patrol to inspect boats entering the
state at a port of entry for the purpose of detecting zebra nussels
and preventing the introduction of this species into Washington
wat er s.

Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.
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