5001- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, Parks &
Recreation (originally sponsored by Senators Mrton, Deccio,
Honeyford, T. Shel don, Swecker, Hargrove, Rossi, Hochstatter, Cke
and Rasnussen)

Brief Description: Authorizing hunting of cougar with the aid of
dogs.

SB 5001-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares that nothing in this act shall be construed to
prohibit the director from issuing a permt or nenorandum of
understanding to a public agency, university, or scientific or
educational institution for the use of a dog or dogs for the
killing of black bear, cougar, or bobcat, for the protection of a
state and/or federally listed threatened or endangered speci es.

Provi des that the comm ssion shall authorize the use of dogs
only in selected areas within a gane nanagenent unit to address a
public safety need presented by one or nore cougar. This authority
may only be exercised after the conm ssion has determ ned that no
other practical alternative to the use of dogs exists, and after
t he comm ssi on has adopted rul es descri bing the conditions in which
dogs may be used. Conditions that may warrant the use of dogs
within a gane managenent unit include, but are not limted to,
confirmed cougar/ human safety i nci dents, confirmnmed cougar/|ivestock
and cougar/pet depredations, and the nunber of cougar capture
attenpts and rel ocations.



