2824

Sponsor(s): Representatives Murray, Regala, M| osci a, Cody, Tokuda,
Kagi , O Brien, Lant z, Sant os, Edwar ds, Vel ori a, Roner o,
Constanti ne, Ednonds, MIntire, Fisher and Ruderman

Brief Description: Creating a task force to study the death
penal ty.

HB 2824 - DI GEST

Declares that, until July 1, 2002, the sentence of death for
anyone sentenced under RCW 10.95.030(2) shall be stayed.

Creates a death penalty task force for the purpose of
conducting a review of the existing statutes and court rules to
determine the follow ng: (1) The adequacy of the counsel and
resources provi ded defendants in capital offense cases;

(2) the uniformty of decision maki ng by prosecuting attorneys
interns of chargi ng defendants with aggravated first degree nurder
and the criteria in such decisions;

(3) the inmpact of race, ethnicity, gender, and econom c status
on the likelihood of a defendant being charged w th aggravated
first degree nurder; and

(4) whether there are revisions to existing statutes and court
rules which, if inplenented, would decrease the likelihood of an
i nappropriate inposition of the death penalty.

Makes an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2000, from the general fund to the
office of the admnistrator for the courts for the purposes of
providing staffing and support to the death penalty task force.

Makes an appropriati on of one hundred thousand dollars for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, from the general fund to the
office of the admnistrator for the courts for the purposes of
providing staffing and support to the death penalty task force.



