2798- S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Lanbert, Canpbell, Cody, Parlette, Kagi, Benson and
Hai gh)

Brief Description: Requiring |egible prescriptions.

HB 2798-S. E - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Decl ares a need to bring about greater safety for patients in
this state who depend on prescription drugs.

Decl ares that a "l egi bl e prescription” neans a prescription or
medi cation order issued by a practitioner that is capable of being
read and understood by the pharmacist filling the prescription or
the nurse or other practitioner inplenmenting the nmedication order.

Provides that, in consultation with the board of pharnmacy and

professional licensing boards of providers wth prescribing
authority, the departnent will devel op recommendati ons on net hods
for reducing nedication errors including: (1) Increasing

prescription legibility;

(2) mnimzing confusion in prescription drug |abeling and
packagi ng;

(3) devel oping nedi cation error reporting plans;

(4) encouraging hospitals and health care organizations to
i npl ement proven nedi cati on safety practices, including the use of
aut omat ed drug-ordering systens;

(5) reduci ng confusion created by sim | ar-soundi ng drug nanes;
and

(6) increasing patient education on the nedications they are
prescri bed.

Requires the departnment to submt its reconmendations to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 31, 2000.



