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Sponsor(s): Representatives Kastama, Ruderman and Lantz

Brief Description: Overriding supreme court decision on relocation
of children after dissolution.

HB 2655 - DI GEST

Fi nds and declares that: (1) The relocation of children after
dissolution is an issue that has been heavily litigated and has
caused much confusion in the courts and for famlies;

(2) the parenting act recogni zes the fundanmental inportance of
the parent-child relationship to the welfare of the child and that
the relationship between the child and each parent should be
fostered in parenting plans tailored to involve the child in both
parents’ lives unless inconsistent wwth the child s best interest;

(3) the Decenber 1999 decision by the state suprene court, In
re the Marriage of Pape, is contrary to the overall policy of the
parenting act;

(4) the best interest of the child is generally served when
the existing patterns between the child and each parent renmain
st abl e and predictabl e;

(5) changing the geographic location of a child after
di ssolution may have significant inpacts on the relationship
bet ween the child and the nonnovi ng parent, and such a decision is
not m nor and shoul d not be made wi t hout careful consideration; and

(6) the scope of the mnor nodification statute was not
intended to permt a change in the child s residence, when such
rel ocation woul d significantly disrupt the relationship between the
nonrel ocating parent and the child.



