2594
Sponsor(s): Representatives Ogden, Dunn, Carl son, Boldt, Scott and
Lovi ck

Brief Description: Pronoting community and econom c revitalization.
HB 2594 - DI GEST

Finds: (1) The continued economc vitality of downtown and
nei ghbor hood commercial districts in our state’'s cities is
essential to comrunity preservation, social cohesion, and econom c
gr owt h;

(2) inrecent years there has been a deteriorati on of downtown
and nei ghborhood commercial districts in both rural and urban
comunities due to a shifting popul ation base, changes in the
mar ket pl ace, and greater conpetition fromsuburban shopping malls,
di scount centers, and the internet;

(3) this decline has eroded the ability of businesses and
property owners to renovate and enhance their comercial and
residential properties; and

(4) business owners in these districts need to maintain their
| ocal econom es on order to provide goods and services to adjacent
resi dents, to provide enploynent opportunities, to avoid
di si nvestnent and econom c di sl ocations, and to devel op downt own
and nei ghborhood commercial district revitalization prograns to
address these probl ens.

Declares an intent to establish a programto: (1) Work in
partnership with these organi zati ons;

(2) provide technical assistance and training to | ocal
governnments, business organizations, downtown and neighborhood
commerci al district organi zati ons, and busi ness and property owners
to acconplish community and economc revitalization and
devel opnent of business districts; and

(3) certify a downtown or neighborhood commercial district
organi zation’s use of avail able tax incentives.



