2491

Sponsor (s): Representatives Schindl er, Bal | asi ot es, Kost er,
Sul livan, Esser, Wod, Crouse, Cairnes, Rockefeller, Ednpnds,
Mul I'i ken, O enents, Rudernman, MDonal d and Dunn

Brief Description: Providing a procedure to conduct DNA testing of
evi dence for persons sentenced to death or life inprisonnent.

HB 2491 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Provides that any person sentenced to death or to life
i nprisonment without possibility of release or parole may request
the departnment to i ssue an order for DNA testing of any appropriate
evi dence avail able for testing which nmay be a reasonabl e basis for
proving the person’s innocence, if DNA test results were not
available at the tinme of conviction or were not allowed in the
court in which the conviction occurred.

Requires the departnent to adopt by rule policies for
eval uating requests for DNA testing, determ ning whether evidence
i s appropriate evidence including whet her the evidence may provide
a reasonabl e basis for challenging the conviction, sharing of the
results of the testing with the |egal counsel for the convicted
person, and when the departnent will assume the costs of DNA
t esting.



