2491-S

Sponsor (s): House Comm ttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored
by Representatives Schindler, Ballasiotes, Koster, Sullivan, Esser,
Wod, Crouse, Cairnes, Rockefeller, Ednonds, Milliken, C enents,
Ruder man, MDonal d and Dunn)

Brief Description: Providing a procedure to conduct DNA testing of
evi dence for persons sentenced to death or life inprisonnent.

HB 2491-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that, on or before Decenber 31, 2002, a person in
this state who has been sentenced to death or life inprisonnent
W thout possibility of release or parole and who has been denied
postconviction DNA testing nmay submt a request to the county
prosecutor in the county where the conviction was obtained for
postconviction DNA testing, if DNA evidence was not admtted
because the court ruled DNA testing did not neet acceptable
scientific standards or DNA testi ng technol ogy was not sufficiently
devel oped to test the DNA evidence in the case. On and after
January 1, 2003, a person mnmust raise the DNA issues at trial or on
appeal .

Provi des that a person denied a request nade pursuant to this
act has a right to appeal his or her request within thirty days of
deni al of the request by the prosecutor. The appeal shall be to
the attorney general’s office. |If the attorney general’s office
determines that it is likely that the DNA testing woul d denonstrate
i nnocence on a nore probable than not basis, then the attorney
general’s office shall request DNA testing by the Washi ngton state
patrol crinme |aboratory.

Requires that by Decenber 1, 2001, the office of public
defense shall prepare a report detailing the followng: (1) The
nunmber of postconviction DNA test requests approved by the
respective prosecutor;

(2) the nunber of postconviction DNA test requests denied by
the respective prosecutor and a sunmary of the basis for the
deni al s;

(3) the nunber of appeals for postconviction DNA testing
approved by the attorney general’ s office;

(4) the nunber of appeals for postconviction DNA testing
denied by the attorney general’s office and a summary of the basis
for the denials; and

(5 a summary of the results of the postconviction DNA tests
conducted pursuant to this act. The report shall also provide an
estimate of the nunber of persons convicted of crinmes where DNA
evi dence was not adm tted because the court ruled DNA testing did
not neet acceptable scientific standards or where DNA testing
t echnol ogy was not sufficiently devel oped to test the DNA evi dence
in the case.



