2466- S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Regala, Ericksen, Buck, Linville,
Ander son, Barlean and Mtchell)

Brief Description: Creating a ballast water nonitoring program
HB 2466-S - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Fi nds that sone noni ndi genous species have the potential to
cause econom c and environnmental damage to the state and that
current efforts to stop the introduction of nonindi genous species
from shipping vessels do not adequately reduce the risk of new
i ntroductions into Washi ngton waters.

Recogni zes the international and rapidly changi ng di mensi ons
of this issue, and the difficulty that any one state has in either
legally or practically managing this issue.

Decl ares support for the international maritine organization
and United States coast guard efforts, and the state intends to
conplenment, to the extent its powers allowit, the United States
coast guard’'s ballast water managenent program

Desi gnates penalties for violations of the act.

Requires that, by Decenber 31, 2005, the natural resources
commttees of the legislature nust review this act and its
i npl enentation and nake recommendations if needed to the 2006
regul ar session of the |egislature.

Directs the departnents of fish and wildlife and ecology to
invite representatives fromthe United States departnent of defense
to di scuss ways of inproving ballast water nmanagenent i n WAashi ngton
st ate. The departnments, in cooperation with the United States
coast guard shall seek input from other coastal states and the
Province of British Colunmbia in conducting the study and in
formul ati ng recommendati ons. The departnents shall provide the
nmost appropriate forumto stinmulate dial ogue which can result in
specific policies and action protocols. The departnents shall nake
recommendat i ons concerning proposals for laws and rules that wll
guarantee the same level of public and private conpliance to
protect the marine environnment. The |egislature wi shes to ensure
that vessels exenpted fromthis act by section 3(1)(a) of this act
are taking adequate precautions to prevent the introduction of
noni ndi genous species into the waters of the state. The
departnments of fish and wildlife and ecol ogy shall submt a report
to the | egi slature by Decenber 31, 2001, summari zing the results of
t hese di scussi ons.



