2315

Sponsor(s): Representatives Dunn, QOgden, Carlson, Edwards and D
Somer s

Brief Description: Pronoting community revitalization.

HB 2315 - DI GEST

Finds that: (1) In many areas of the state, deteriorating
bui | di ngs, vacant buil dings that cannot be |egally occupied, and
vacant brownfield infill sites pose significant health and safety

problens to tenants and pedestrians, and constitute a significant
bl i ght and detrinmental inpact on the health, safety, and wel fare of
the community;

(2) many of these buildings were constructed before 1961 when
laws were enacted that require buildings to be designed and
constructed to resist seismc |oads;

(3) many of these buildings do not neet the requirenents of
the federal Americans with disabilities act and | aws governing the
renmoval of environnental hazards;

(4) adaptive reuse of these blighted | ands and bui |l di ngs often
requires a significant investnent to correct necessary life-safety
pr obl ens;

(5) it is in the best interest of the state of Washington to
stop the decay of comunity areas and to pronote and facilitate the
orderly redevel opnent of these areas; and

(6) existing | aws need to be anmended to authorize additional
remedies that nunicipalities may use in achieving the public
pur poses to be acconpli shed.

Declares that it is the purpose of this act to provide for the
allocation of a portion of excise taxes for a limted tine to
assist local governnents in the financing of needed health and
safety inprovenents, public inprovenents, and other public
i nvestnents, to encourage private developnent. It is the further
purpose of this act to strengthen existing |law to renmedy problens
arising fromsubstandard and deteriorating buil dings.



