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Brief Title: Addressing chronic pain nmanagenent.
HB 2168 - DI GEST

Directs the secretary of health to coordinate and assist the
regul atory boards and comm ssions of the health professions with
prescriptive authority in the devel opnment of uniformguidelines for
the nmanagenent of acute, chronic, and intractable pain wth
control | ed substances. These regul atory boards and commi ssions
shall recognize and provide for the inplenentation of the pain
guidelines by rule. These guidelines may be revi sed as necessary
in response to changes in nedical science and technol ogy.

Decl ares that, under generally accepted standards of nedi cal

practice, opioids may be prescribed for the treatnment of acute,
chronic, or intractable pain, including pain associated with cancer
and noncancer pain conditions when there is an indicated nedical
need.
Provi des that the regulatory boards and conm ssions of the
health professions with prescriptive authority may not pursue a
di sciplinary action against a licensed health professional under
the wuniform disciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCW upon a
determnation that the health professional followed accepted
standards of care for the treatnent of pain with controlled
substances, and provided treatnent within the paraneters of the
pai n gui del i nes adopted under this act.

Declares that no health professional following accepted
standards of care for the treatnent of pain with controlled
subst ances, and providing treatnment within the paraneters of the
pai n guidelines, may be subject to crimnal liability.

Directs the departnment of |abor and i ndustries to devel op and
i npl enment guidelines for the treatnent of acute, chronic, and
intractable pain for injured workers for the purposes of the
i ndustrial insurance |aws.



