2058
Sponsor (s): Represent ati ves Regal a, Linville, Rockefell er,
Ander son, Ei ckneyer, Stensen, Doumit, Buck, Hatfield, Kessler and
Hai gh

Brief Title: Limting the spread of nonnative plant and ani nal
speci es.

HB 2058 - DI GEST
(SEE _ALSO PROPCSED 1ST SUB)

Creates the aquatic nuisance species coordination commttee
for the purpose of fostering state, federal, tribal, and private
cooperation on aquatic nui sance speci es issues.

Directs the departnent of ecology to investigate the risk of
i ntroductions of nonnative aquatic species through the di scharge of
bal | ast water fromshi ps and recomend state actions to respond to

this risk. In conducting this investigation, the director of
ecol ogy shall seek the cooperation and participation of
organi zations representing the maritime community for both Puget
Sound and the Colunmbia river. The recommendations shall be

submtted in a report to the aquatic nui sance speci es coordi nation
committee and to the appropriate legislative conmttees no |ater
t han Decenber 1, 2000.

Aut hori zes the departnment of ecology to inspect vessels and
sanple ballast water to determ ne whether the vessel’s ball ast
wat er poses a neasurable risk of introducing nonnative aquatic
species into the waters of the state.

Aut hori zes the departnent of agriculture to inspect |icensed
nurseries dealing in aquatic plants for the purpose of detecting
aquati c nui sance species and preventing the introduction of these
species into Washington waters. |If aquatic nuisance species are
detected, the departnent of agricul ture may quarantine the i nfested
aquatic plants, and require the nursery to decontam nate or di spose
of the plants in a manner that will prevent their introduction into
Washi ngt on waters.

Aut horizes the state patrol to inspect boats entering the
state at a port of entry for the purpose of detecting zebra nussels
and preventing the introduction of this species into Washington
wat er s.

Decl ares that a personis guilty of unlawful use or possession
of deleterious exotic wldlife or aquatic nui sance species if the
person violates any rule of the conmssion regarding the
possessi on, transportation, holding, reporting, or any other action
or restriction regarding a species classified as del eterious exotic
wildlife or as an aquatic nui sance speci es.

Declares that a violation of this provision is a gross
m sdeneanor. This does not affect the existing authority of the
departnent to bring a separate civil action to conpel conpliance
with any rule concerning deleterious exotic wildlife or aquatic
nui sance speci es.

Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.






