1843
Sponsor(s): Representatives Lanbert, Hurst, Koster, M el ke, Boldt,
Dunn and Carrel

Brief Description: Enhancing penalties for |lying before a court.
HB 1843 - DI GEST

Provides that, whenever it appears probable to a judge,
magi strate, or other officer lawfully authorized to conduct a
heari ng, proceeding, or investigation that a person who has
testified before the judge, nmagistrate, or officer has lied in
testinmony so given or offered false evidence, the judge,
magi strate, or officer nmay inpose sanctions upon the person for
contenpt of court under this act.

Requires that, for each year, beginning in 1999 t hrough 2003,
the adm nistrator for the courts shall: (1) Determ ne the nunber
of charges of first degree perjury brought against persons within
the state of Washington, the resolution of the charges, and any
penal ti es i nposed,

(2) determ ne the nunber of charges of contenpt of court for
| ying under oath brought against persons within the state of
Washi ngton, the resolution of the charges, and any sanctions

i nposed; and

(3) submt a report of its findings to both houses of the
| egislature no later than Decenber 31st of each year. The
adm nistrator for the courts shall include any avail able data for

the year 1998 in its report for purposes of conparison.
Expires July 1, 2004.



