1690

Sponsor(s): Representatives DeBolt, Al exander, Kessler, Milliken,
Morris, Pennington, Hatfield, MMrris, G Chandler, Delvin
Ronero, Sunp, Cdenents, Ericksen, Schoesler, Canpbell, Crouse,
Fortunato, Melke, Linville, WIlfe, Cox, Radcliff, Mstin, Cooper,
Murray, Hankins, Skinner, B. Chandl er and Koster

Brief Title: Assisting economc growh in rural areas.
HB 1690 - DI GEST

Declares an intent to assist rural distressed areas in their
ongoing efforts to address these difficult econom c problenms by
provi di ng a conprehensi ve and significant array of econom c tools,
necessary to harness the persistent and undaunted spirit of
enterprise that resides in the citizens of rural distressed areas
t hroughout the state.

Declares a further intent to provide: (1) A strategically
desi gned pl an of assistance, enphasizing state, |ocal, and private
sector | eadership and partnership;

(2) a conprehensive and significant array of business
assi stance, services, and tax incentives that are accountabl e and
per f or mance- based,;

(3) an array of community assistance including infrastructure
devel opment and business retention, attraction, and expansion
prograns that wll provide a conpetitive advantage to rural
di stressed areas throughout Washi ngton; and

(4) requlatory relief to reduce and streamine zoning,
permtting, and regulatory requirenents in order to enhance the
capability of businesses to grow and prosper in rural distressed
ar eas.

Establishes within the departnment of community, trade, and
econom ¢ developnent the office of business assistance and
recruitnment for rural di stressed areas. The primary
responsibilities of the office are to coordinate and adm nister a
conprehensi ve and effective set of busi ness assi stance prograns and
servi ces.



