1616

Sponsor(s): Representatives Carrell, Melke, Sullivan, Conway,
Esser, Sunp, Wod, B. Chandl er, Dunn, Stensen, CGonbosky, Kastana,
M | oscia, Cairnes, Schindler and Reardon

Brief Title: Providing sentencing enhancenents for crimnal gang
activity.

HB 1616 - DI GEST

Finds and declares that: (1) Crimnal gang activity is a
preval ent probl emthroughout this state and gang vi ol ence has had
a trenendous inpact on our communities and famli es;

(2) gang nenbers often view their gang as their "famly."
Gangs provide their nenbers with negative gui dance and undesirabl e
val ues. This gang subculture perpetuates itself and leads to
i ncreased violence and crine; and

(3) current |aw does not sufficiently deter crimnal street
gang activity.

Provides that, by increasing penalties when an offense is
coommitted for the benefit of, at the direction of, or 1in
association with any crimnal street gang, wth the intent to
pronote, further, or assist in crimnal conduct by gang nenbers,
the legislature intends to convey that involvenent in crimna
street gangs is unacceptable. The legislature intends to deter
crim nal street gang activity by providing a sentencing
enhancenent .



