1609- S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Al exander, Regala, Cenents, DeBolt,
Doum t, Pennington, Eickneyer, Gant, Melke, Boldt, Conway and
Di cker son)

Brief Title: Attenpting to rebuild the el k population in the state.
HB 1609-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Provi des that the departnent shall: (1) Establish accurate
annual popul ation estimates for Washington’s elk herds,
particularly those herds in areas where conservation restrictions
have been inposed in recent history;

(2) determne as accurately as possible annual elk nortality
fromall sources, including the nunber of elk taken by all hunters
and by poachers;

(3) delineate changes in historic elk ranges along wth
antici pated habitat changes in the future and projected inpacts to
el k popul ati ons and herd health; and

(4) design hunting rules and enforcenent strategies that
si mul t aneously honor tribal hunting privileges and recogni ze the
nmut ual benefit to both tribal and nontribal hunters of preserving
and enhanci ng el k popul ati ons.

Makes an appropriation of one hundred twenty-five thousand
dollars for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000, fromthe general
fund to the departnent of fish and wildlife for the purposes of
this act.

Makes an appropriation of one hundred twenty-five thousand
dollars for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, fromthe general
fund to the departnment of fish and wildlife for the purposes of
this act.

Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.



