1497

Sponsor(s): Representatives Kessler, Milliken, Gant, Hatfield,
O Brien, Conway, Kenney, Tokuda and Wl fe; by request of Governor
Locke

Brief Title: Enhancing economc vitality.

HB 1497 - DI GEST

(SEE _ALSO PROPCSED 1ST SUB)

Finds that the state’s econom c devel opnent efforts can be
enhanced by, in certain instances, providing funds to assist
devel opment of telecommunications infrastructure that supports
busi ness devel opnent, retention, and expansion in rural natura
resources inpact areas and di stressed counties of the state.

Decl ares an intent to i ncrease the anount of fundi ng avail abl e
t hrough the comunity econom c revitalization board for distressed
counties and rural natural resources i npact areas, and to aut hori ze
flexibility for available resources in these areas to help fund
pl anni ng, predevel opnent, and construction costs of infrastructure
and facilities and sites that foster economc vitality and
diversification

Provides that, in accordance wth RCW 43.160.060 and
43. 160. 200, the community economc revitalization board is
aut horized to provide grants, but not |oans, for transportation
i nprovenents in distressed counties as defined in RCW43. 160. 020,
in rural natural resources inpact areas as defined in RCW
43.160.020(13), and in designated comunity enpowernent zones
approved under RCW 43. 63A. 700.

Revi ses provisions relating to work force training.

Provides that, in accordance with the criteria prescribed in
RCW 46.68.095(7), the following corridors are designated for
funding fromthe congestion relief account: (1) State route nunber
18, 180th to interstate 90;

(2) state route nunber 509, interstate 5 to south 188t h;

(3) state route nunber 395, North Spokane freeway;

(4) state route nunber 522, state route nunber 9 to state
route nunber 2;

(5) state route nunmber 525, interstate 5 to Paine Field
boul evard; and

(6) state route nunber 539, Horton to International boundary.

| ncreases the housing finance comm ssion’s debt limt.

Provides for the departnent to establish and admnister a
"one-stop cl eari nghouse" to coordi nate state assi stance for growers
and nonprofit organi zations in devel opi ng housing for agricul tural
enpl oyees. G owers, housing authorities, and nonprofit
organi zations shall have direct access to the one-stop
cl eari nghouse. The departnent one-stop cl eari nghouse shall provide
assi st ance on pl anni ng and desi gn, buil di ng codes, tenporary worker
housi ng regul ati ons, financing options, and nmanagenent to growers
and nonprofit organizations interested in farmaorker construction.
The departnent one-stop clearinghouse shall al so provide
educational materials and services to | ocal governnent authorities



on Washi ngton state | aw concerni ng farmwrker housing.



