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Sponsor(s): Representatives Poul sen, Benson, Cooper, D ckerson,
Constantine, Morris, Mcintire, Santos, D. Somrers, Gonbosky, Wl fe,
Radcliff, Hatfield, Hurst, Tokuda and Wod

Brief Title: Establishing comunity voice mail as a conponent of
t he Washi ngton tel ephone assi stance program

HB 1461 - DI GEST
(SEE _ALSO PROPCSED 1ST SUB)

Fi nds that universal tel ephone service is an inportant policy
goal of the state.

Fi nds that recent changes in the tel ecommuni cations industry,
such as federal access charges, rai se concerns about the ability of
| ow-i ncome persons to continue to afford access to | ocal exchange
t el ephone service, and nmany |owincone persons do not have a
permanent residence in which to receive |ocal exchange tel ephone
servi ce.

Finds that it is in the public interest to take steps to
mtigate the effects of these changes on | ow i ncone persons, and
advances in telecomunications technol ogies, such as comunity
voice mail, provide new and economically efficient ways to secure
many of the benefits of universal service to | owinconme persons who
are not custoners of |ocal exchange tel ephone service.



