1440
Sponsor(s): Representatives Mirris, DeBolt, Poul sen, Reardon and
Doum t

Brief Title: Modifying state regul ation of tel ecomunications.
HB 1440 - DI GEST

Decl ares an i nt ent t hat nodi fi cation of state
t el ecomuni cations regul ation shall achieve the follow ng goals:
(1) Ensure that all citizens and busi nesses have reasonabl e access
to a nodern telecomunications network to the benefit of all
t el ecommuni cations ratepayers in the state;

(2) protect consuners by mai ntaining prices for nonconpetitive
t el ecomuni cati ons services at affordable |evels;

(3) facilitate t he devel opnent of an advanced
tel ecomuni cations and information services infrastructure in
rural, insular, and high-cost |ocations so that the benefits of
conpetitionintel econmuni cati ons, advanced t el econmuni cati ons, and
i nformation servi ces, as cont enpl at ed by t he f edera
t el ecommuni cati ons act of 1996, P.L. 104-104, reach not only urban
areas but al so other areas of the state on a reasonably conparabl e
and tinely basis;

(4) mnimze reliance upon inplicit subsidies for universa
service by maximzing reliance upon explicit subsidies through
explicit contributions to a universal service fund; and

(5) accelerate innovation and pronotion of tel ecomuni cations
conpetition by providing a new alternative to rate-based, rate-of-
return regul ati on and by st rengt heni ng enf or cenent of
i nterconnection agreenents and renoving other barriers to
conpetitive entry.

Repeal s RCW 80. 36. 600 and 80. 36. 620.



