1314

Sponsor(s): Representatives Linville, Regala, Cooper, Kessler,
Doum t, Dickerson, Ruderman, Dunshee, Haigh, Ei cknmeyer, Mirray,
Morris, Veloria, Keiser, H Sommers, Rockefeller, Gant, MliIntire,
Fi sher and Scott; by request of Governor Locke

Brief Title: Strengthening | aws concerning water resources i n order
to protect and restore fish stocks.

HB 1314 - DI GEST

Finds that numerous fish stocks of the state are being |isted
or are proposed to be |isted as threatened or endangered under the
f ederal endangered species act. The legislature further finds that
exi sting state | aws forma good foundation for the state to respond
to the listings and proposed listings, but that various |aws
relating to water resources, land use, and fish protection and
restoration nust be strengthened to mnimze the potential for
federal preenption of state authority and autonony regarding the
managenent of the state’' s fisheries and water resources.

Declares an intent to provide noneys to the departnent of
ecol ogy for grants and | oans to public bodies engaged inirrigation
wat er supply for the purpose of inproved drought preparedness.

Provides that each public water systemwth fifteen or nore
service connections shall: (1) Inplement a water conservation
program pronotion targeted at system custoners; and

(2) inplenment other cost-effective water conservati on neasures
identified in approved water conservation plans required under RCW
43. 20. 230.

Provides that public water systens with one thousand or nore
service connections shall: (1) Inplement a leak detection and
repair program and shall repair leaks if the systeni s unaccounted
for water is ten percent or nore of total system water usage;

(2) conduct water audits to identify internal water
distribution and associ ated opportunities for inproved water use
efficiency; and

(3) utilize comodity-based water rates and not declining
bl ock rate structures.

Requires public water systens with fifteen or nore service
connections to collect nonthly water use data from all water
sources used to serve the system \Water use data coll ected under
this section shall be submtted annually to the departnent in a
formand manner prescribed by the departnment. Data coll ected under
this section shall be coordinated with water use data collection
requi renents of the departnent of ecol ogy.

Provides that, in determ ning whether a proposed short plat,
short subdivision, or subdivision neets the requirenents for
potable water supplies as required under RCW 58.17.060 or
58.17.110, and otherw se serves the public use and interest, the
city, town, or county shall require: (1) Conformance to any water
conservation ordinances or plans adopted by the city, town, or
county;

(2) utilization of water conservati on neasures consi stent with
any regional watershed plan adopted under chapter 90.82. RCW and



(3) utilization of reclainmed water where potable water is not
required consistent with any | ocal ordi nance adopted on wat er reuse
requirenents.

Requires the departnent in consultation with the departnent of
health t o adopt rul es establishing water use efficiency performance
standards for wvarious water uses by Decenber 31, 2000. The
departnment shall engage in a negotiated rule-making process
involving representatives of interested parties. However, if the
participants do not reach consensus by July 1, 2000, the departnent
shall proceed with the adoption of rules using the advice and
gui dance of the participants to the extent possible.

Requires the departnment of ecology, in consultation with the
departnment of health and water purveyors, to adopt rules by
Decenber 31, 2000, establishing criteria to determ ne when the use
of reclaimed water is feasible to replace potable water supplied
for nonpotable water use. Local governnments may adopt ordi nhances
requiring the use of reclainmed water for nonpotable uses when
determ ned feasible.

Revises provisions relating to water right changes and
transfers.

Revi ses provisions regulating public water supply systens.

Revi ses provisions regul ati ng ground wat er exenptions.

Directs the departnment of ecology to convene a group
consisting of representatives from major stakeholder groups
concerned with water resources managenent as well as scientists
recognized for their expertise in the fields of hydrology,
hydr ogeol ogy, fish biol ogy, streamecol ogy, and streamrestoration
to review, assess, and recommend nethods for mtigating the effects
caused by proposed ground water w thdrawals. The group shall
consider all types of mtigation neasures. The departnent of
ecol ogy shall adopt rules to inplement the findings of the group
and shall report on the group’s progress, findings, and any
recomendati ons for possible legislative action to the | egislature
by Decenber 31, 1999.

Decl ares that, by agreenent under chapter 39.34 RCW the
director of the departnment of ecology and the director of the
departnent of fish and wildlife are each authorized to del egate and
accept |aw enforcenent powers or functions to or from the other
depart nent.

Provides that, in addition to the elenents required by RCW
36. 70A. 070, a county or city may include in its conprehensive pl an
an environnental elenent that identifies and evaluates the
envi ronnment al i npacts and tradeoffs that can reasonably be foreseen
by adoption and inplenentation of the plan.

Requi res the environnental el ement to address systemand ar ea-
wi de inprovenents and environnmental elements and cunulative
inpacts, including critical areas and shorelines of the state
endangered or threatened species habitats, watersheds, water
quality, ground water novenent, air quality, historic and cul tural
resources, utilities, transportation, and public services.

Revi ses shorel i ne managenent provi sions.

Makes appropriations to carry out the purposes of the act.



