1281-S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Regala, Anderson, Doumt, Haigh,
Rockefel l er, Eicknmeyer, Hatfield, O Brien, Kessler, Kenney and
Lantz; by request of Comm ssioner of Public Lands)

Brief Title: Creating the famly forestry support act.
HB 1281-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Declares that a |andowner |andscape plan will help each
noni ndustrial private forest |andowner incorporate best avail able
science into his or her long-term forest managenent objectives.
This planning systemis intended to be a voluntary approach to
provi di ng protection for public resources and capital inprovenents
of the state, while providing | andowners | onger termcertainty for
ti mber harvest.

Grants DNR authority to select up to twenty nonindustrial
| andowners for the purpose of a pilot project to devel op indi vi dual
| andscape managenent pl ans.

(1) Pilot project participants nust be selected by the
departnment in consultation with the departnents of fish and
wildlife and ecol ogy by Decenber 31, 1999.

(2) Pilot project participants shall be selected on the basis
of size (less than fifteen thousand acres total ownership), risk to
the habitat and species, variety and inportance of species and
habitats i n the pl anni ng area, geographic distribution, surroundi ng
ownership, other ongoing |andscape and watershed planning
activities in the area, potential benefits to water quantity and
quality, financial and staffing capabilities of participants, and

other factors that wll contribute to the «creation of a
noni ndustrial forest |andowner nultispecies |andscape planning
system

Provides that, after a nonindustrial forest |andowner
| andscape plan is adopted: (1) The departnent shall issue a single

forest practices permt valid for the term of the plan and the
| andowner | andscape pl an shall supersede any current or future rule
that specifically covers the specific elenents of the environnent
bei ng protected under the plan. This permt shall not inpose
addi tional conditions beyond those agreed to in the plan;

(2) the plan shall serve as the hydraulic project approval for
the life of the plan, in conpliance with RCW 75. 20. 100; and

(3) nothing in this section inpairs the departnent’s
condi tioning and enforcenent authority.

Requi res | andowners recei ving a | andscape | evel permt to neet
annually with the departnent and the departnents of fish and
wildlife and ecology to review the specific forest practices
activities planned for the next twelve nonths and to determ ne
whet her these activities are in conpliance with the plan. The
departnments will consult with the affected Indian tribes and ot her
interested parties who have expressed an interest in a particul ar
| andscape pl an.



Directs the departnent to provide to the forest practices
board, no later than Decenber 31, 2002, and every two years
thereafter, an evaluation of the pilot projects created in this
act. The departnent shall reconmmend to the forest practices board
whet her a permanent |andscape planning process should be
established along with a discussion of what |egislative and rule
nmodi fications are necessary.

Finds that additional resources are needed by the departnent
of natural resources to provide an enhanced | evel of stewardship

techni cal assistance to nonindustrial forest |andowners. The
enhanced stewardship programw |l allow the departnent to expand
the current programto cover nore nonindustrial forest lands and in
addi tional counti es. Funding will cover the devel opnent of

stewardship plans, planting of trees and shrubs, forest stand
i nprovenent, riparian and wetl and est abl i shnent or enhancenent, and
prevention and control of sedinentation.

Provides that the departnent of natural resources, in
coordination with the departnment of community, trade, and econom c
devel opnent, shal | develop and inplement a rural desi gn
denonstrati on. The rural design denonstration wll include

defining design principles, assessing conpatibility with existing
county plans, and devel opi ng rural design standards for rural |and.
It shall be developed in such a way that it can be used as a nodel
for conserving natural resources and preserving rural |andscapes
whi | e mai ntai ni ng exi sting devel opnent densities.

Decl ares that the purchase of conservation easenents, also
known as "conservation futures," provides the strongest possible
incentive to nonindustrial, private forest |andowners to prevent
the conversion of their forest land to a use inconpatible wth
forestry.

Makes appropriations to carry out the purposes of the act.

Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.



