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Sponsor(s): Representatives Carlson, Regala, Ogden, Pennington,
Hatfield, Hurst, Stensen, Buck, Ronero, Kastama, Scott, Mlintire,
Kei ser, Cooper, Ball asiotes, Schual -Berke, Mirray, Cody, Veloria,
Rockefell er and Lantz

Brief Title: Requiring children age twelve and under to wear a
personal flotation device while on a vessel on the waters of the
st at e.

HB 1014. E - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provi des that no person shall operate a vessel under nineteen
feet in length on the waters of this state with a child twelve
years old and under, wunless the child is wearing a personal
flotation device that neets or exceeds the United States coast
guard approval standards of the appropriate size, while the vessel
is underway. For the purposes of this act, a personal flotation
device is not considered readily accessible for children twelve
years old and under unless the device is worn by the child while
t he vessel is underway. The personal flotation device nust be worn
at all times by a child twelve years old and under whenever the
vessel is underway and the child is on an open deck or open cockpi't
of the vessel.

Decl ares that the foll ow ng circunstances are excepted: (1)
Wiile a child is below deck or in the cabin of a boat with an
encl osed cabi n;

(2) while a childis on a United States coast guard i nspected
passenger-carryi ng vessel operating on the navigable waters of the
United States; or

(3) while on board a vessel at a tinme and place where no
person woul d reasonably expect a danger of drowning to occur.

May be enforced as a primary action and need not be
acconpani ed by the suspected violation of sone other offense.



