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HOUSE BI LL 1642

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Grant and Mastin

Read first time 02/01/1999. Referred to Comnmttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

AN ACT Relating to surface water permts and rights; anmendi ng RCW
90. 03. 030; and addi ng new sections to chapter 90.03 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 90. 03 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature intends to allow nodification of the point of
diversionin a water right permt when such a nodification will provide
both environnmental benefits and water supply benefits and nothing in
section 2 of this act is to be construed as all ow ng any ot her change
or transfer of a right to the use of surface water which has not been
applied to a beneficial use.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 90. 03 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent nay approve a change of the point of diversion
prescribed in a permt to appropriate water for a beneficial use to a
point of diversion that is |ocated downstream and is an existing
approved intake structure with capacity to transport the additiona
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diversion, if the ownership, purpose of use, season of use, and place
of use of the permt remain the sane.

This section may not be construed as limting in any nmanner
what soever ot her authorities of the departnent under RCW 90. 03. 380 or
other changes that nmay be approved under RCW 90.03.380 under
authorities existing before the effective date of this section.

Sec. 3. RCW90.03.030 and 1987 ¢ 109 s 68 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any person may convey any water which he or she may have a right to
use along any of the natural streanms or | akes of this state, but not so
as to raise the water thereof above ordinary highwater mark, w thout
maki ng j ust conpensation to persons injured thereby; but due all owance
shal | be made for evaporation and seepage, the anount of such seepage
to be determ ned by the departnent, upon the application of any person
interested. Water conveyed under this section may be conveyed to an
approved intake structure located in a neighboring state in order to
acconplish an approved nodification of the point of diversion in a
permt to appropriate water for a beneficial use, if approval of the
nei ghboring state is docunented to the satisfaction of the departnent.

Passed the House April 20, 1999.

Passed the Senate April 13, 1999.

Approved by the Governor May 10, 1999.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State May 10, 1999.
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