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ENGROSSED SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8013

Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators T. Shel don, Rasmussen, Horn and Sheahan

Read first time 03/23/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Ways & Means.

TO THE HONORABLE W LLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, Parts of Western Washi ngton received t he hi ghest anount of
rainfall in state history between the nonths of Novenber and February,
rai ning for ninety-one consecutive days and producing over fifty-five
inches of rain in King County; and

WHEREAS, Parts of the Aynpic Peninsula, i.e., Lilliwaup, received
over one hundred fourteen inches of rain in a four-nonth period; and

VWHEREAS, Si xty-one hones have been damaged and twenty-si x hones are
uni nhabitable in the area known as Carlyon Beach in Thurston County,
Wi th property |osses estimated at over ten mllion dollars; and

WHEREAS, G ound water flooding and | andslides in Thurston County
have directly i npacted at | east seven hundred and sixty-five residents,
many of whom are elderly or have speci al needs; and
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WHEREAS, A landslide in the Al dercrest neighborhood in Cowitz
County has danmaged one hundred and thirty-seven honmes to date, and at
| east fifty additional hones are threatened; and

WHEREAS, G ound water problens will cost over two mllion dollars
torepair and currently no water or sewer systens are in operation; and

VWHEREAS, Shoreline bul kheads are failing, and public facilities
expenses are estimated at one mllion dollars, excluding the cost of
geot echni cal assi stance; and

WHEREAS, Washi ngton State Departnment of Transportation esti mates of
hi ghway danmages reach eleven mllion two hundred two thousand dol | ars,
and ten mllion dollars of those danages are in Mason County al one; and

WHEREAS, Local governnent estimtes of damages to county roads and
city streets reach seven mllion three hundred ni nety-two t housand four
hundred thirty-five dollars; and

WHEREAS, Governor Locke’s energency proclamation now i ncl udes siXx
western counties and directs state governnment to support energency
response activities as needed around the state and authorizes the
Washi ngton Mlitary Departnent and its Emergency Managenent Divisionto
coordinate state agencies in the affected areas; and

WHEREAS, County officials are continuing to assess damages to
determ ne sufficient damage for justification of federal assistance;
and

VWHEREAS, Wen danmage from an event is so great it is beyond the
capability of local and state governnent to repair, the Governor can
ask the President to declare a disaster, thus making a variety of
federal disaster assistance prograns available to help restore
communities to their predisaster condition; and

WHEREAS, The federal disaster assistance prograns avail able may
i nclude housing and relocation assistance, individual and famly
grants, funding to restore public infrastructure and roads, tax
exenptions for the relocation of evacuated citizens, funding for
geot echni cal studies to prevent future damage, and hazard mitigation

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that if the
Governor requests federal assistance, the President and the Federa
Enmer gency Managenent Agency will respond favorably to the request and
aut hori ze the needed maxi num avail abl e disaster recovery support to
address the needs of Washington's citizens devastated by the record
rainfall.
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BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker

of the House of Representatives,
State of Washi ngt on.

and each menber of Congress fromthe

END ---
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