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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8027

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Shin, Bauer, Heavey, Benton, Franklin, Ei de, Patterson

Kline, Johnson, Gardner, Thi baudeau, Rossi Goi ngs, Har grove,
B. Shel don, Horn, Haugen, Hochstatter, T. Shel don, Swecker, Jacobsen,
Fairl ey, Rasnmussen, Prentice, Snyder, Hal e, Stevens, Roach, Honeyford,
Spanel, Lovel and, Fraser, Brown, Costa, MAuliffe, Kohl-Wlles and Cke

Read first time 01/27/2000. Referred to Cormmittee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

TO THE HONORABLE GARY LOCKE, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, On Sunday, June 25, 1950, seven North Korean Arny
Di visions supported by tanks and aircraft, conducted an attack and
i nvaded the Sout hern Republic of Korea; and

WHEREAS, Three years and over five mllion casualties later, a
cease fire was secured ending the fighting only mles from where it
began; and

WHEREAS, The Korean War has only becone a footnote in history to
nost Anericans, but was no less of a war to the one and one-half
mllion fighting nen and wonen from this nation who served in that
short "Police Action" and struggled to contain Comruni st aggression;
and

WHEREAS, The nenories of endless hostile hills, gritty pudding-Iike
mud, snow, choking dust, frozen reservoirs, long periods of boredom
and the violent death of friends will forever linger in the m nds of
t hose who fought under these inhospitable conditions; and

WHEREAS, Twenty-two nations joined forces with the courageous
peopl e of South Korea, cherishing freedom and denobcracy under the
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United Nations Conmand, and eventually secured a cease fire for the
preservation of peace and a denocratic way of life for the citizens of
Sout h Korea; and

VWHEREAS, More than five hundred sons and daughters of WAashi ngton
state stood in the unbroken line of patriots who dared to die in order
that freedommght Iive and grow. Freedomlives and through it, these
courageous nmen and wonen live in a way that would hunble the
undert aki ngs of nost people; and

WHEREAS, The famlies and |oved ones of these nmen and wonen
sacrificed just as nuch, by enduring the pain of their absence, the
uncertainty of their whereabouts, and the agony of their deaths; and

VWHEREAS, This m |l ennium comenorates the 50t h anniversary of that
hol ocaust, known as "the Forgotten War" and veterans’  service
organi zations are involved in honoring those gallant veterans who
fought the battles for the preservation of freedom and the nenbers of
the arnmed forces who even to this day guard the gates of freedomin
Kor ea; and

VWHEREAS, As a nation, we should educate every generation of
Anmericans on the history of the Korean War in preserving our nation's
liberty, freedom and prosperity, and commenorating this event wll
provi de Americans with a cl ear understandi ng of, and appreciation for,
the sacrifices of these veterans and their famlies;

NOW THEREFCORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the years
2000 and 2003 be designated as the 50th anni versaries of the begi nning
and end of the Korean War to honor all veterans of this nation and our
allies during the Korean War as wel |l as those serving there today, and
encourage all citizens of the Evergreen State to conbine their efforts
Wi th veterans’ service organi zations and educational institutions to
remenber, and perpetuate the neaning of sacrifice for peace and
freedom by honoring those veterans who secured that | egacy for future
generations throughout the world;

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable Gary Locke, Governor of the State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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