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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8025

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Gardner, Spanel and Morton

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER CF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The border between the United States and Canada is the
| ongest undefended border in the world; and

WHEREAS, "As Children of a Common Mother," the United States and
Canada share not only a common heritage, but also commobn val ues and
common interests; and

WHEREAS, Canada i s one of Washington’s top tradi ng partners, second
only to Japan; and

WHEREAS, Bl ai ne, Washington, is the third busiest vehicle crossing
and fourth busiest comercial vehicle crossing along the I ength of the
Uni ted St ates/ Canadi an border; and

VWHEREAS, The val ue of goods traveling either way bet wen Canada and
the United States at the four western WAshi ngton border crossings -
Peace Arch, Pacific H ghway, Lynden, and Sumas - anmpunts to nore than
11.7 billion dollars a year, or 32 mllion dollars a day; and
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VWHEREAS, The volune of goods noving across Washington' s other
border crossings at Ooville, Danville, Laurier, and Boundary also
continue to increase; and

WHEREAS, Section 110 of the Illegal Immgration Reform and
| M grant Responsibility Act of 1996 inadvertently required tinme-
consum ng reporting by Canadi ans | eaving Canada bound for the United
States and again as they return to Canada; and

VWHEREAS, Enforcenent of the mandates of Section 110 along the
United States/Canadian border will cause unconscionably | ong del ays,
require extraordinarily expensive devel opnent of, and investnent in,
technology and infrastructure, and wll not significantly reduce
illegal immgration, inprove drug enforcenent, or protect from
terrorism and

WHEREAS, Nunerous attenpts to repeal Section 110 have so far been
unsuccessful ; and

VWHEREAS, It is inperative that any unreasonabl e, unnecessary, and
ineffective rules that hinder the free passage of people and goods
between the United States and Canada be renoved;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the Senate
and the House of Representatives of the United States imrediately
repeal Section 110 of the Illegal Immgration Reform and | nmm grant
Responsibility Act of 1996, and therefore encourage the continued free
fl ow of people and goods across the United States/Canadi an border.

BE IT RESCLVED, That the Legislature encourage |ocal, state,
provi nci al, and federal governnments of both countries to work together
to open our borders further to nake the passage of people and goods
safe and efficient, thus creating an even stronger, nore |asting bond
bet ween our people; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this Menorial be inmediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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