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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8002

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Decci o, Rasnmussen, MDonald, T. Shel don, Johnson, Wnsl ey,
Sellar, Shin, Prentice, Lovel and, Haugen, McCaslin, Goings, Thi baudeau,
Morton, Long, Hale, Rossi, Zarelli, Honeyford, Horn, Benton, Swecker,
ke, Finkbei ner, Roach, Hochstatter and Stevens

Read first time 01/14/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Ways & Means.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, Legislation will be introduced in the United States House
of Representatives to do away with the federal estate taxes, nore
comonly referred to as the "death tax"; and

VWHEREAS, The federal inheritance tax is a principal cause of the
inability of small businesses including mnority and fenal e-owned
busi nesses to perpetuate thensel ves fromone generati on of owership to
the next, resulting in the Iiquidation of such small businesses to pay
the tax, which including incone taxes can result in atotal tax as nuch
as seventy-five percent; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Commrerce statistics show
that small businesses generate nore than eighty-five percent of all
jobs created in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, This tax generates a m nuscul e one percent of the budget
and after the Internal Revenue Service collection costs and
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admnistration the net result to the federal budget is |ess than one-
third of one percent; and

WHEREAS, In the 1981 general election, the voters of the State of
Washi ngton voted to abolish the state inheritance tax, wth an
overwhel m ng si xty-si x percent thereby supporting the idea of nurturing
fam | y-owned busi nesses, to preserve |ocal ownership and retain jobs;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Congressi onal Del egation of the State support |egislation abolishing
the federal estate tax.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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