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S-4834.1

SENATE BI LL 6853

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Long and Hargrove

Read first tinme 02/16/2000. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot program for supervision of juvenile
of fenders with nental disorders and chem cal abuse disorders; adding
new sections to chapter 13.40 RCW creating a new section; providing an
effective date; providing an expiration date; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that juvenile
of fenders who have co-occurring nental and chem cal abuse disorders
have a greater risk of conmtting additional offenses than those who do
not have co-occurring disorders. The legislature finds that juveniles
who recei ve nore extensive postrel ease di scharge pl anni ng and communi ty
mental health services are less likely to commt additional offenses.
The legislature intends that juveniles participating in the study
created by this act receive integrated and hi ghly individualized nental
heal t h and chem cal abuse treatnent that enphasi zes | ow casel oads, hone
or residence-based services, is tinme-determnate to the extent
appropriate, focuses on the juvenile s peer and social structures,
pronotes reduction of factors associated with reoffending, and
enphasi zes prosoci al contacts and behavi ors.
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(2) The legislature finds that juvenile offenders with co-occurring
di sorders are likely to | ack necessary skills or enotional stability to
appropriately deal with the consequences of their disorders or to even
under st and how or where to seek assistance. The |l egislature also finds
that juvenile offenders with co-occurring disorders are nore likely
than not to | ack the education necessary to obtain full or neaningful
enpl oynment opportunities.

(3) It is the intent of the legislature to create a pilot program
to provide for postrelease planning for, and treatnent of, juvenile
of fenders with co-occurring disorders in order to determ ne the nost
effective treatment for juveniles in this situation. The pilot program
created by this act shall include a rigorous and objective eval uation
conponent .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 13.40 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary shall select and contract with a private provider
to provide a program of specialized access and integrated services to
juvenil e of fenders who are identified as having co-occurring disorders
and selected for participationin the pilot programcreated by this act
prior to release from total confinement wthin the juvenile

rehabilitation admnistration. The program shall enroll no nore
juveni |l e of fenders than the nunber that can be accommobdated within the
appropriated funding |level and shall seek to fill any vacancies that
occur .

(2) Juvenile offenders identified by the secretary and sel ected by
the program as having co-occurring disorders and a high risk of
reoffending are eligible for consideration for enrollnent in the
pr ogr am Criteria for admssion into the program shall include a
determ nation by the secretary that the offender:

(a) Has a nental disorder as defined in chapter 71.05 RCW or is a
severely enotionally disturbed child or a seriously disturbed person as
defined in chapter 71.24 RCW and needs continued nental health
treat ment;

(b) Has a chem cal abuse disorder, as determ ned by the secretary;

(c) Is less likely to reoffend if he or she receives integrated,
hi ghly individualized treatnent;

(d) Is unable or unlikely to obtain appropriate treatnment from
ot her sources; and
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(e) WII remain under the supervision of the secretary for at | east
six nmonths follow ng rel ease fromtotal confinenent.

(3) The programenrollnment shall, to the extent possible, reflect
t he denographics of juvenile offenders having co-occurring disorders
and who are in total confinenment under the jurisdiction of the
secretary.

(4) The provider shall provide integrated and highly individualized
mental health and chem cal abuse treatnent to persons enrolled in the
program The services shall be ained at:

(a) Lowering the risk of reoffending;

(b) I'nmproving the education |evel and vocational opportunities;

(c) Connecting the offenders with appropriate community services;

(d) Achieving absti nence fromunl awful use of controll ed substances
and al cohol ;

(e) Reducing the incidents of nental health deconpensation and the
need for inpatient nmental health services; and

(f) Increasing prosocial behavior.

(5) The services offered in the program shall

(a) Include intensive case managenent and treatnment with a client-
to-staff ratio not to exceed seven offenders to each case manager

(b) Be available at any tine;

(c) Be based on a collaboration with the appropriate departnent
enpl oyees during the preparation of a release plan for the offender,
prior to discharge, and in ongoing supervision of the offender by the
secretary;

(d) I'nclude all appropriate nedications, including the full range
of psychotropic nedications, as well as nonitoring and counseling to
support offender understanding, acceptance, and conpliance wth
medi cati on regi nens;

(e) I'nclude a systematic effort to engage of fenders to conti nuously
i nvol ve thenmselves in current and long-termtreatnent and appropriate
habilitative activities;

(f) I'nclude cl asses appropriate to the clinical and |Iiving needs of
the offender and to his or her level of understanding;

(g) Provide assistance in applying for all appropriate federal
state, and private support for which the offender is eligible;

(h) Include access to daily activities such as school, drop-in
centers, prevocational and vocational training and jobs, and vol unteer
activities.
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(6) The program provided for in this section nmust begin providing
services to selected juveniles by Septenber 1, 2000.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 13.40 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The Washington state institute for public policy shall evaluate the
i npl emrentation and outconmes of the pilot program created under this
act. The institute shall submt an initial report to the |egislature
and governor not |ater than Decenber 1, 2000, and annually thereafter.
The report shall include the follow ng:

(1) An assessnent of the inplenentation of the pil ot programacross
t he state;

(2) A statistical anal ysi s of t he reof f ense and
reinstitutionalization rate by participants in the program

(3) A qualitative description of the services provided in the
progr am

(4) Recomendations for any nodification of the services and
funding levels to increase the effectiveness of the program

(5) Whether the participants i nprove their education attendance and
skills;

(6) Inprovenents in enployability;

(7) Verifiable abstinence from unlawful wuse of <controlled
substances and al cohol ;

(8) Conpliance with nedication reginens;

(9) Increase in prosocial contacts and behaviors, including peer
interactions and free-tine activities and stability of appropriate
living situations; and

(10) Reductions in the incidents of nental health deconpensati on.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
April 1, 2000.
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1 NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 3 of this act expire July
2 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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