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SENATE BI LL 6775

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Patterson, Horn, Haugen, Shin, Prentice, Goings, Gardner
and Cost a

Read first time 01/26/2000. Referred to Conmmittee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to filing of reports with the public disclosure
comm ssi on; anending RCW 42.17. 065, 42.17.080, 42.17.369, 42.17. 3691,
and 42.17.461; and adding a new section to chapter 42.17 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.17.065 and 1989 c 280 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) In addition to the provisions of this section, a continuing
political commttee shall file and report on the sane conditions and at
the sanme tinmes as any other commttee in accordance with the provisions
of RCW 42.17.040, 42.17.050, and 42.17.060.

(2) Acontinuing political conmttee shall file with the conm ssion
and the auditor or elections officer of the county in which the
committee maintains its office or headquarters and if there is no such
office or headquarters then in the county in which the commttee
treasurer resides a report on the tenth day of the nonth detailing its
activities for the precedi ng cal endar nonth in which the commttee has
received a contribution or made an expenditure: PROVIDED, That such
report shall only be filed if either the total contributions received
or total expenditures made since the last such report exceed two
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hundred dol |l ars: PROVI DED FURTHER, That after January 1, 2002, if the
commttee files with the conmmi ssion electronically, it need not also

filewith the county auditor or elections officer. The report shall be

on a form supplied by the conm ssion and shall include the follow ng
i nformati on:

(a) The information required by RCW42.17. 090;

(b) Each expenditure nmade to retire previously accunul ated debts of
the commttee; identified by recipient, anount, and date of paynents;

(c) Such other information as the comm ssion shall by rule
prescri be.

(3) If a continuing political commttee shall nmake a contri bution
in support of or in opposition to a candidate or ballot proposition
Wi thin sixty days prior to the date on which such candi date or ball ot
proposition wll be voted upon, such continuing political conmttee
shall report pursuant to RCW42.17.080.

(4) Acontinuing political conmttee shall file reports as required
by this chapter until it is dissolved, at which time a final report
shall be filed. Upon submitting a final report, the duties of the
canpai gn treasurer shall cease and there shall be no obligation to make
any further reports.

(5) The canpaign treasurer shall maintain books of account
accurately reflecting all contributions and expenditures on a current
basis within five business days of receipt or expenditure. During the
ei ght days imedi ately preceding the date of any election, for which
the conmttee has received any contributions or made any expenditures,
t he books of account shall be kept current w thin one business day and
shal | be open for public inspection for at | east two consecutive hours
Monday t hrough Friday, excluding | egal holidays, between 8:00 a.m and
8:00 p.m, as specified in the conmttee s statenment of organi zation
filed pursuant to RCW42.17. 040, at the principal canpai gn headquarters
or, if there is no canpaign headquarters, at the address of the
canpai gn treasurer or such other place as may be authorized by the
conmi ssi on.

(6) Al reports filed pursuant to this section shall be certified
as correct by the canpaign treasurer

(7) The canpaign treasurer shall preserve books of account, bills,
recei pts, and all other financial records of the canpaign or political
commttee for not less than five cal endar years follow ng the year
during which the transaction occurred.
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Sec. 2. RCW42.17.080 and 1999 ¢ 401 s 13 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) On the day the treasurer is designated, each candidate or
political commttee shall file with the comm ssion and the county
auditor or elections officer of the county in which the candidate
resides, or in the case of a political commttee, the county in which
the treasurer resides, in addition to any statenment of organization
required wunder RCW 42.17.040 or 42.17.050, a report of al
contributions received and expenditures nade prior to that date, if
any.

(2) At the followng intervals each treasurer shall file with the
conmi ssion and the county auditor or elections officer of the county in
whi ch the candidate resides, or in the case of a political commttee,
the county in which the commttee maintains its office or headquarters,
and if there is no office or headquarters then in the county in which
the treasurer resides, a report containing the informati on required by
RCW 42. 17. 090:

(a) On the twenty-first day and the seventh day immediately
precedi ng the date on which the election is held; and

(b) On the tenth day of the first nonth after the election:
PROVI DED, That this report shall not be required following a primary
el ection from

(i) A candidate whose nane will appear on the subsequent genera
el ection ballot; or

(1i) Any continuing political commttee; and

(c) On the tenth day of each nonth in which no other reports are
required to be filed under this section: PROVIDED, That such report
shall only be filed if the conmttee has received a contribution or
made an expenditure in the preceding calendar nonth and either the
total contributions received or total expenditures nmade since the | ast
such report exceed two hundred dol | ars.

When there i s no outstandi ng debt or obligation, and the canpaign
fund is closed, and the canpaign is concluded in all respects, and in
the case of a political conmttee, the commttee has ceased to function
and has dissolved, the treasurer shall file a final report. Upon
submtting a final report, the duties of the treasurer shall cease and
there shall be no obligation to nake any further reports.

The report filed twenty-one days before the el ection shall report
all contributions received and expenditures made as of the end of the
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fifth business day before the date of the report. The report filed
seven days before the election shall report all contributions received
and expendi tures made as of the end of the one business day before the
date of the report. Reports filed on the tenth day of the nonth shal
report all contributions received and expenditures made from the
closing date of the last report filed through the | ast day of the nonth
precedi ng the date of the current report.

(3) For the period beginning the first day of the fourth nonth
precedi ng the date on which the special or general electionis held and
ending on the date of that election, each Friday the treasurer shal
file wwth the comm ssion and the appropriate county el ections officer
a report of each bank deposit made during the previous seven cal endar
days. The report shall contain the name of each person contributing
the funds so deposited and the anount contributed by each person.
However, contributions of no nore than twenty-five dollars in the
aggregate fromany one person nay be deposited w thout identifying the
contributor. A copy of the report shall be retained by the treasurer
for his or her records. In the event of deposits made by a deputy
treasurer, the copy shall be forwarded to the treasurer for his or her
records. Each report shall be certified as correct by the treasurer or
deputy treasurer nmaking the deposit.

(4) 1f a city requires that candidates or conmttees for city
offices file reports with a city agency, the candidate or treasurer so
filing need not also file the report with the county auditor or
el ections officer.

(5) The treasurer or candidate shall naintain books of account
accurately reflecting all contributions and expenditures on a current
basis within five business days of receipt or expenditure. During the
ei ght days i medi ately preceding the date of the el ection the books of
account shall be kept current within one business day. As specifiedin
the commttee s statenent of organization filed under RCW 42.17. 040,
t he books of account nust be open for public inspection as foll ows:

(a) For at least two consecutive hours on the eighth day
i medi ately before the election, between 8:00 a.m and 8:00 p.m, as
specified in the commttee s statenent of organi zation filed pursuant
to RCW 42.17.040, at the principal headquarters or, if there is no
headquarters, at the address of the treasurer or such other place as
may be aut hori zed by the comm ssion; and
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(b) By appointnment for inspections to be conducted at the
desi gnat ed pl ace for inspections between 8:00 a.m and 8:00 p.m on any
ot her day fromthe seventh day through the day imedi ately before the
el ection, other than Saturday, Sunday, or a |legal holiday. It is a
violation of this chapter for a candidate or political commttee to
refuse to allow and keep an appointnent for an inspection to be
conducted during these authorized tines and days in the week prior to
the election. The appointnment nust be allowed at an authorized tine
and day for such inspections that is within twenty-four hours of the
time and day that is requested for the inspection.

((65))) (6) The treasurer or candidate shall preserve books of
account, bills, receipts, and all other financial records of the
canpaign or political commttee for not | ess than five cal endar years
follow ng the year during which the transacti on occurred.

((66)y)) (7). Al reports filed pursuant to subsection((s)) (1) or
(2) of this section shall be certified as correct by the candi date and
the treasurer

((A)) (8) Copies of all reports filed pursuant to this section
shall be readily available for public inspection for at |east two
consecutive hours Monday through Friday, excluding |egal holidays
between 8:00 a.m and 8:00 p.m, as specified in the commttee’s
statenent of organization filed pursuant to RCW 42.17.040, at the
princi pal headquarters or, if there is no headquarters, at the address
of the treasurer or such other place as may be authorized by the
conmi ssi on.

((€8y)) (9) After January 1, 2002, a report that is filed with the
conm ssion electronically need not also be filed with the county
auditor or elections officer.

(10) The conm ssion shall adopt adm nistrative rules establishing
requirenents for filer participation in any system designed and
i npl enmented by the comm ssion for the electronic filing of reports.

Sec. 3. RCW42.17.369 and 1999 ¢ 401 s 11 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) By July 1, 1999, the comm ssion shall ((effer—every)) nake
avail able to candi dates, public officials, and political commttees((+

and—party—organtzation)) that ((+s)) arerequiredto file reports under
this chapter ((t+heeoptienof—+iting)) an electronic filing alternative

for submtting financial affairs reports, contribution reports, and
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expenditure reports ((eleetronieally)), including but not limted to
filing by diskette ((er—wa)), nodem satellite, or the Internet.

(2) By January 1, ((266%)) 2002, the comm ssion shall ((effer—a))
nmake available to | obbyists and | obbyists’ enployers required to file
reports under RCW42.17. 150, 42.17.170, 42.17.175, or 42.17.180 ((the

ept+en—of—++Hng)) an electronic filing alternative for submtting

t hese reports ((eleetroniealty)) including but not limtedto filing by
di skette ((er—wa)), nodem satellite, or the Internet.

(3) The commi ssion shall make available to ((eaeh)) candi dates,
public officials, political commttees, |obbyists, and |obbyists’

enpl oyer s( (—and—party—eorgantzat+oen)) an electronic copy of the

appropriate reporting forns at no charge.

Sec. 4. RCW 42.17.3691 and 1999 c 401 s 12 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning January 1, ((2006%)) 2002, each ((eentinding))
candi date or political commttee((5;)) that expended ((t+en)) twenty-five
t housand dollars or nore in the preceding year or expects to expend
((ten)) twenty-five thousand dollars or nore in expenditures in the
current year((s)) shall file all contribution reports and expenditure
reports required by this chapter ((eleetrontecally—by—diskette—or—va
medem——satelHHte—eor—the—tnternet)) by an electronic alternative
provi ded by the conmm ssion under RCW 42.17. 369.

(2) Beginning January 1, 2004, each candidate or political
commttee that expended ten thousand dollars or nore in the preceding
year or expects to expend ten thousand dollars or nore in expenditures
inthe current year shall file all contribution reports and expenditure
reports required by this chapter by an electronic alternative provided
by the conm ssion under RCW 42.17. 369.

(3) Failure by a ((eentinuing)) candidate or political conmttee to
conply with this sectionis a violation of this chapter.

Sec. 5. RCWA42.17.461 and 1999 c 401 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The conm ssion shall establish goals that all reports, copies
of reports, or copies of the data or information included in reports,
filed under RCW42.17.040, 42.17.065, 42.17.080, 42.17.100, 42.17. 105,
42.17.150, 42.17.170, 42.17.175, and 42.17.180, that are:
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(a) Submtted using the conm ssion’s electronic filing systemshal
be accessible in the comm ssion’s office within tw busi ness days of
the comm ssion’s receipt of the report and shall be accessible on the
commission’s web site within seven business days of the comm ssion’s
recei pt of the report; and

(b) Submtted in any format or using any nethod other than as
described in (a) of this subsection, shall be accessible in the
comm ssion’s office within four business days of the actual physical
recei pt of the report, and not the technical date of filing as provided
under RCW 42.17.420, and shall be accessible on the comm ssion’s web
site within fourteen business days of the actual physical receipt of
the report, and not the technical date of filing as provi ded under RCW
42.17.420, as specified in rule adopted by the conmm ssion.

(2) On January 1, 2001, or shortly thereafter, the comm ssion shall
revise these goals to reflect that all reports, copies of reports, or
copies of the data or information included in reports, filed under RCW
42.17.040, 42.17.065, 42.17.080, 42.17.100, 42.17.105, 42.17.150,
42.17.170, 42.17.175, and 42.17.180, that are:

(a) Submtted using the conm ssion’s electronic filing systemshal
be accessible in the commssion’s office within tw business days of
the comm ssion’s receipt of the report and on the comm ssion’s web site
within ((twe)) four business days of the conmission’s receipt of the
report; and

(b) Submtted in any format or using any nethod other than as
described in (a) of this subsection, shall be accessible in the
comm ssion’s office within four business days of the actual physical
recei pt of the report, and not the technical date of filing as provided
under RCW42.17.420, and on the conm ssion’s web site within ((feur))
seven busi ness days of the actual physical receipt of the report, and
not the technical date of filing as provided under RCW 42.17.420, as
specified in rule adopted by the comm ssion.

(3) On January 1, 2002, or shortly thereafter, the conm ssion shall
revise these goals to reflect that all reports, copies of reports, or
copies of the data or information included in reports, filed under RCW
42.17.040, 42.17.065, 42.17.080, 42.17.100, 42.17.105, 42.17.150,
42.17.170, 42.17.175, and 42.17.180, that are:

(a) Submtted using the conm ssion’s electronic filing system nust
be accessible in the comm ssion’s office and on the comm ssion’s web
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site within tw business days of the commssion’s receipt of the
report; and

(b) Submitted in any format or using any nethod other than as
described in (a) of this subsection, nust be accessible in the
comm ssion’s office and on the conmmssion’s web site within four
busi ness days of the actual physical receipt of the report, and not the
technical date of filing as provided under RCW42.17. 420, as specified
in rule adopted by the comm ssion.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 42.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to its regular tel ephone nunber, the conmm ssion shal
offer political conmmttees and residents of this state the opportunity
to contact the conm ssion by a toll-free tel ephone nunber.

~-- END ---
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