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SENATE BI LL 6414

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Wj ahn, Deccio, Rasnmussen, Stevens and W nsl ey

Read first tine 01/14/2000. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to optonetric physician assistants; anmending RCW
18. 71A. 060; and adding a new chapter to Title 18 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Comm ssion" neans the W shington state nedical quality
assurance conm ssi on.

(2) "Departnent" neans the departnent of health.

(3) "Optonetric physician assistant” neans a person who i s |icensed
by the comm ssion to practice nedicine to a limted extent, but only
under the supervision of a physician |icensed under chapter 18.71 RCW
and if the optonmetric physician assistant is academcally and
clinically prepared, to provide eye care related health care services
and performdi agnosti c, therapeutic, preventive, and heal t h nai nt enance
services in the specialty of ophthal nol ogy.

(4) "Physician" includes a physician |icensed under chapter 18.71
RCW or an osteopathic physician and surgeon |icensed under chapter
18. 57 RCW
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(5) "Practice nedicine" has the sane neaning as defined in RCW
18.71. 011 but shall not extend beyond t hose opht hal nol ogi ¢ health care
services specifically authorized and not prohibited by section 9 of
this act.

(6) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health or the secretary’s
desi gnee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The comm ssion shall adopt rules that
establish the qualifications, educational requirenents, and training
requirenents for licensure as an optonetric physician assistant. The
qualifications and requirenments include conpletion of an optonetric
physi ci an assistant training program approved by the conm ssion, and
eligibility to take an exam nati on approved by the conm ssion, but only
if the examnation tests subjects substantially equivalent to the
curriculum of an accredited optonetric physician assistant training
program

(2) The comm ssion shall adopt rules establishing curriculum
requi renents for optonetric physician assistant training progranms. At
a mnimm the rules nust require that:

(a) The program be under the control and supervision of physicians
speci ali zing i n ophthal nol ogy; and

(b) The programincludes substantial and neani ngful elenents of:

(1) Appropriately supervised delivery of clinical services of the
type for which the student is being trained to deliver;

(i1) Didactic classes offered by physician faculty nenbers;

(ii1) Presentations of sem nar topics to and by the student;

(tv) Involvenment wwth quality assurance audits; and

(v) Preparation of case studies as well as periodic formal and
objective testing to determne that there is adequate progress by the
student through the training program and regi nens.

NEW_ SECTI O\. Sec. 3. (1) The comm ssion shall adopt rules
governing the extent to which:

(a) Optonetric physician assistant students may practice nedicine
during training; and

(b) Optonetric physician assistants nay practice nedicine after
successful conpletion of an optonetric physician assistant training
cour se.
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(2) The rul es adopted under subsection (1) of this section shal
provi de that:

(a) The practice of an optonetric physician assistant belimtedto
t he perfornmance of those services permtted by section 9(1) of this act
for which he or she is trained, but shall not include services
prohi bited by section 9(2) of this act; and

(b) Each optonetric physician assistant shall practice nedicine
only under the supervision and control of a physician licensed in this
state, but that supervision and control shall not be construed to
requi re the personal presence of the supervising physician at the place
where services are rendered.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 4. (1) An applicant for licensure as an
optonetric physician assistant shall file an application with the
comm ssion on a form prepared by the secretary and approved by the
conmi ssi on. The application form nust detail +the applicant’s
education, training, and experience and other information as the
conmi ssi on nmay require.

(2) Each applicant shall furnish to the comm ssion proof, in a
manner deened satisfactory to the conm ssion, of the follow ng:

(a) That the applicant has conpleted an optonetric physician
assi stant program approved by the commssion and is eligible to take
t he exam nation approved by the conm ssion; and

(b) That the applicant has a current and unrestricted |icense as an
optonetri st under chapter 18.53 RCWand has the training to qualify for
certification under RCW 18.53.010 to use drugs for diagnostic and
t herapeuti c purposes, although this does not require that the applicant
be certified by the optonetry board.

(3) The comm ssion nmay approve, deny, or take other disciplinary
action upon the application for license as provided in the Uniform
D sciplinary Act, chapter 18.130 RCW The license shall be renewed as
determ ned under RCW 43.70.250 and 43.70.280. The comm ssion may
authorize the use of alternative supervisors who are |icensed either
under chapter 18.57 or 18.71 RCW

(4) The comm ssion may adopt rul es governing nandatory conti nued
education requirenents for optonetric physician assistants. The rules
shal | provide that mandatory continui ng education requirenents may be
met, in part, by show ng evidence of conpletion of approved activities
relating to professional liability risk nmanagenent.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. The UniformbDisciplinary Act, chapter 18.130
RCW governs the i ssuance and denial of licenses and the discipline of
| i censees under this chapter

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. Prior to practicing in this state, an
optonetric physician assi stant nust obtain a practice arrangenent plan
t hat has been approved by the comm ssion.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 7. (1) No optonetric physician assistant
licensed in this state may be enpl oyed or supervised by a physician or
physi ci an group wi thout the approval of the conmm ssion.

(2) Prior to commencing practice, an optonetric physician assi st ant
licensed in this state shall apply to the comm ssion for permssion to
be enployed or supervised by a physician or physician group. The
physi ci an or physician group and optonetric physician assistant shall
jointly submit a practice arrangenent plan to the conm ssion. The
practice arrangenent plan shall describe the manner and extent to which
t he optonetric physician assistant wll practice and be supervised. No
practice arrangenent nmay be approved where a physician supervi ses nore
than three optonetric physician assistants, or where a group practice
supervises nore than three optonetric physician assistants per
physi ci an. Whenever an optonetric physician assistant is practicing in
a manner inconsistent with the approved practice arrangenent plan, the
comm ssion may take disciplinary action under the UniformDi sciplinary
Act, chapter 18.130 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. No physician who supervises a |icensed
optonetric physician assistant in accordance with and within the terns
of any perm ssion granted by the comm ssion is considered as ai di ng and
abetting an unlicensed person to practice nedicine. The supervising
physi ci an and optonetric physician assistant retain professional and
personal responsibility for any act that constitutes the practice of
medi ci ne as defined in RCW18. 71. 011 when performed by the optonetric
physi ci an assi st ant.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. (1) Subject to subsection (2) of this
section, health care services performed under this chapter include only
the foll ow ng procedures:
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(a) Prescribing, ordering, or adm nistering any over-the-counter
subst ances;

(b) Prescribing, ordering, or adm ni stering oral | egend nedications
for eye care and controlled substances as defined in Schedules |1
t hrough V of the Uniform Controll ed Substances Act, chapter 69.50 RCW
that are necessary to perform services with the conm ssion-approved
practice arrangenent of the optonetric physician assistant;

(c) Admnistering topical anesthesia for procedures of a
superficial nature;

(d) Performng only the follow ng surgical procedures:

(1) Epilation of the |ashes;

(1i1) Rernoval of foreign bodies that do not penetrate the cornea
stroma, and

(tit) lacrimal irrigation or punctal plug insertion;

(e) Odering and interpreting the results of, but not perform ng,
the followng diagnostic tests when conducted to ascertain the
condition of the eye:

(1) Cultures of surface materials that involve only swabbing the
sur f ace;

(1i) Blood or serumtests;

(ti1t) Uinalysis;

(1v) Fluorescein angi ograns;

(v) Utrasound, except on the eye and eye orbit;

(vi) Radi ographs; and

(vii) CT scans or MRl tests; and

(f) Ophthalnmologic surgical assisting following an approved
resi dency program under the direct supervision of an ophthal nol ogi st.

(2) Subject to those services expressly referred to in subsection
(1) of this section, no health care services may be perforned under
this chapter in any of the follow ng areas:

(a) Surgery of any kind, whether performed with knives, machines,
light or laser, or wth other apparatus, including treating the
conplications or sequel ae of any surgery;

(b) Prescribing, ordering, or admnistering |egend or controlled
substances, including but not limted to:

(1) I'ntravenous nedi cations;

(11) Subconjunctival steroid injections;

(ti1) Controlled substances as defined in Schedule 11 of the
Uni form Control | ed Substances Act, chapter 69.50 RCW
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(i1v) Corticosteroids;

(v) Antinetabolites;

(vi) I'nmmunosuppressives; and

(vii) Enteral or parenteral nedications;

(c) Admnistering local or system c anesthesia; or

(d) Adm nistering or interpreting diagnostic | aboratory or imaging
tests.

Failure to prohibit a procedure under this subsection shall not be
construed as authority for performng. The scope of practice of
optonetric physician assistants is confined to those health services
expressly referred to in subsection (1) of this section.

Sec. 10. RCW18.71A 060 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 324 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

No health care services may be perfornmed under this chapter in any
of the follow ng areas:

3))) The prescribing of contact lenses for, or the fitting or
adaptation of contact |enses to, the human eye.

((4))) (2) Nothing in this section shall preclude the performance
of routine visual screening.

((65))) (3) The practice of dentistry or dental hygi ene as defi ned
in chapters 18. 32 and 18. 29 RCWrespectively. The exenptions set forth
in RCW18.32.030 (1) and (8), shall not apply to a physician assi stant.

((€6))) (4) The practice of chiropractic as defined in chapter
18. 25 RCWi ncl udi ng t he adj ustment or mani pul ati on of the articul ati ons
of the spine.

((6H)) (5) The practice of podiatric nedicine and surgery as
defined in chapter 18.22 RCW
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1 NEWSECTION. Sec. 11. Sections 1 through 9 of this act constitute
2 a new chapter in Title 18 RCW

~-- END ---
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