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SENATE BI LL 6099

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Eide, Swecker, Spanel, Fraser and Jacobsen

Read first tine 04/15/1999. Referred to Committee on Environnental
Quality & Water Resources.

AN ACT Relating to water resources changes and transfers; adding a
new section to chapter 90.03 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that changes and
transfers under the water code are an inportant nmeans of satisfying
existing and future water demands in the state. Vol untary water
transfers inprove the admnistration of the state's existing water
resources by increasing the flexibility of water supply and all ocati on,
particularly during droughts and other water shortages. Creative
approaches to real | ocati on of water usage through transfers and changes
provi de opportunities to address streanflow augnmentation to address
sal non recovery needs as well as to address water supply needs for
grow ng conmunities and new industrial, commercial, and agricultural
activities. Therefore it is the purpose of this act to clarify the
water code and to elimnate unw se doctrinal barriers that inpede or
prevent parties from pursuing innovative transfer agreenents, while
assuring that other recognized water rights and uses are protected.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 90. 03 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall accord priority to the processing of
applications for transfers and changes in water rights.

(2) The departnment in its discretion may process applications for
transfers or changes regarding water uses in a basin independently of
the order of processing or priority placed upon processing applications
for new withdrawals within the sanme basin, and independently of the
order of processing or priority placed upon any applications regardi ng
wat er use in other basins.

~-- END ---
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