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SENATE BI LL 6070

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Fraser

Read first tinme 03/02/1999. Referred to Committee on Environnenta
Quality & Water Resources.

AN ACT Relating to studying global climte change; creating new
sections; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is
i ncreasing evidence of climate disruption. The potential effects of
t hi s change coul d i ncl ude extraordi nary heat waves, persistent drought-
driven forest fires, increases in the frequency and severity of storns
and storm damage, and warmng of the earth’s surface. There is a
grow ng consensus anpbng scientists that human activities are
influencing climate. Wile the probable causes of climte change are
occurring on a global scale, it is likely there wll be effects
specific to the Pacific Northwest region. The potential effects have
social, economc, and ecological dinensions and include effects on
energy supply and demand, resource econom es and industries such as
forestry, fishing and agriculture, hydrology and water resources,
comunity i nfrastructure, energency servi ces, aquati c ecosystens, human
heal th, recreation opportunities, insurance, transportation, coastal
activities, and urban settlenents. It is the intent of the | egislature
to further encourage the devel opnent of science that can | ead to a nore
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conpr ehensi ve under st andi ng of whether climte change i s occurring and
the potential effects of it. This will allow citizens and public
officials to be better prepared to evaluate neasures to mtigate the
effects of climte change and devel op appropri ate responses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The institute for public policy shal
conduct a study on the potential effects of global climte change on
the Pacific Northwest regi on and Washi ngton. The study shal |l incl ude:
(a) Areview of the scientific information on climate disruption and
potential climate change; (b) a review of research findings by the
national assessnent of the consequences of climate variability and
change, Pacific Northwest region; (c) an evaluation of the potenti al
effects on the Pacific Northwest region and Washi ngton of potentia
climate change scenarios; (d) devel opnent and eval uation of potenti al
policy responses to the effects of «climte change; and (e)
recommendati ons for action.

(2) Acommttee is established to advise the institute for public
policy in the conduct of the study described in subsection (1) of this
section. The commttee shall consist of: (a) Four nenbers of the
house of representatives, two fromeach maj or caucus, appointed by the
co-speakers of the house of representatives; (b) four nenbers of the
senate, two from each maj or caucus appointed by the president of the
senate; (c) four nenbers of the public appointed by the governor; and
(d) a representative of the joint institute for the study of the
at nosphere and ocean, climte inpacts group at the University of
Washi ngt on.

(3) I'n conducting the study, the institute for public policy shal
cooperate with education and governnent entities in the state that have
expertise and understanding related to the effects of clinmate change on
the region and the state. These entities include, but are not limted
to, public and private universities, the departnent of ecology, the
departnment of comunity, trade, and economc developnent, the
departnent of agriculture, and the departnent of natural resources.

(4) The institute for public policy shall provide an interimreport
to the legislature by January 31, 2000, and a final report to the
| egi slature by January 1, 2001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof one hundred thousand dollars, or
as nmuch thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium
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1 ending June 30, 2001, fromthe general fund to the institute for public
2 policy to conduct the study directed in section 2 of this act.

~-- END ---
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