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SENATE BI LL 5750

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Benton, Haugen, Roach, Prentice, Hochstatter, Horn,
McDonal d, T. Shel don, Swecker, Stevens, Goings, Zarelli, Johnson,
Patterson, Hal e, Costa, Honeyford, Mdrton, Rasnussen, Rossi, Cke, Long,
Fi nkbei ner, Decci o and Sheahan

Read first tinme 02/05/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to the state-owned facilities conmponent of the
state-wide transportation plan and intercity passenger rail; and
anmendi ng RCW 47. 06. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA47.06.050 and 1993 c 446 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The state-owned facilities conponent of the state-w de
transportation plan shall identify the nost cost-effective conbination

of highway, ferry, passenger rail, and high-capacity transportation

i nprovenents that maxi nm zes the efficient novenent of people, freight,

and goods within state transportation corridors and will consi st of:

(1) The state highway system plan, which identifies program and
financing needs and recommends specific and financially realistic
i nprovenents to preserve the structural integrity of the state hi ghway
system ensure acceptable operating conditions, and provide for
enhanced access to scenic, recreational, and cultural resources. The
state highway system plan shall contain the follow ng el enents:

(a) Asystempreservation el enent, which shall establish structura
preservation objectives for the state hi ghway systemi ncl udi ng bri dges,
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identify current and future structural deficiencies based upon anal ysi s
of current conditions and projected future deterioration, and recommend
program funding | evel s and specific actions necessary to preserve the
structural integrity of the state highway system consistent wth
adopt ed obj ecti ves. This elenent shall serve as the basis for the
preservati on conponent of the six-year hi ghway programand t he two-year
bi enni al budget request to the | egislature;
(b) A capacity and operational inprovenent elenent, which shal

establish operational objectives, including safety consi derations, for
nmovi ng peopl e and goods on the state highway system identify current

and future capacity, operational, and safety deficiencies, and
recommend program funding levels and specific inprovenents and
strategies necessary to achieve the operational objectives. In

devel opi ng capacity and operational inprovenent plans the departnment
shall first assess strategi es to enhance the operational efficiency of

the existing system before recommendi ng system expansi on. Congestion
relief nmust be a primary enphasis of the capacity and operationa
i nprovenent el enent. Strategies to enhance the operationa
efficiencies include but are not Ilimted to access nanagenent,
transportati on systemnmanagenent, denmand nanagenent, and hi gh- occupancy
vehicle facilities. The capacity and operational inprovenent el enent
must conformto the state inplenentation plan for air quality and be
consistent with regional transportation plans adopted under chapter
47.80 RCW and shall serve as the basis for the capacity and
operational inprovenent portions of the six-year highway program and
the two-year biennial budget request to the | egislature;

(c) A scenic and recreational highways elenent, which shal
identify and reconmend desi gnati on of scenic and recreational highways,
provide for enhanced access to scenic, recreational, and cultura
resources associ ated with designated routes, and recommend a vari ety of
managenent strategies to protect, preserve, and enhance these
resour ces. The departnment, affected counties, cities, and towns,
regional transportation planning organizations, and other state or
federal agencies shall jointly develop this el enent;

(d) A paths and trails elenment, which shall identify the needs of
nonnotori zed transportati on nodes on the state transportati on systens
and provide the basis for the investnent of state transportation funds
in paths and trails, including funding provided under chapter 47.30
RCW
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(2) The state ferry system plan, which shall guide capital and
operating investnments in the state ferry system The plan shall
establish service objectives for state ferry routes, forecast travel
demand for the various markets served in the system and devel op
strategies for ferry system investnent that consider regional and
state-w de vehicle and passenger needs, support |ocal |and use plans,
and assure that ferry services are fully integrated wth other
transportation services. The plan shall assess the role of private
ferries operating under the authority of the utilities and
transportati on conm ssi on and shall coordinate ferry systemcapital and
operational plans with these private operations. The ferry systempl an
must be consistent wth the regional transportation plans for areas
served by the state ferry system and shall be devel oped i n conjunction
with the ferry advisory conmttees.

~-- END ---
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